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Minutes of the General Assembly 2008

Minutes of Session 1 of the 2008 General Assembly
St John’s in the City Church, Willis St, Wellington
Thursday 2 October, 11.00am

The Ministers and Ruling Elders of the Presbyterian Church of Aotearoa New Zealand,
elected as representative members of the General Assembly, together with associate
and observer members, convened pursuant to the appointment of the General Assembly
meeting at Auckland, September 2006.

The Assembly was welcomed by representatives of the tangata whenua.

The Right Reverend Pamela Tankersley, Moderator of the General Assembly, by prayer
constituted the Assembly in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, the only King and Head
of the Church, and conducted public worship.

The Assembly Clerk, the Rev Martin Baker, moved, it was seconded and agreed:
[08.001] That the roll of the Assembly, as laid on the table be accepted.

Roll of the 2008 General Assembly

Churches Together in Northland

Ministers: Peter Dunn, Rob Pendreigh, Barry Tetley.

Elders: Kevyn Harris, Alan Robinson.

North Shore Presbytery

Ministers: Peter Bristow, Mark Farmer, Colin Gordon, Brian Hardie, Karel Lorier,
Sylvia Miller, Roy Pearson, Owen Rogers.

Elders: Max Edward, Cherie Leefe, Gordon Maisey, Jim Milmine, Emi Sofai.

Youth: Fiona Sherwin.

Auckland Preshytery

Ministers: Des Botting, Douglas Bradley, Brian Cavit, Roy Christian, Ben Dykman,
Tala Fa’amausili, Fieta Ikitelagi Faitala, Kevin Finlay, Caleb Hardie,
Reuben Hardie, Linda Hope, Chongwoo Kim, Nathanael Lai, Stuart
Lange, Ron Lau’ese, Apa Leali'ifano, Rose Luxford, Colin Marshall,
Vaitu'ulala Ngahe, Rachel Nield, David North, Emani Setefano, Stuart
Simpson, Pauline Stewart, Johannes Suwantika, Fei Taule’ale’ausumai,
Sandra Warner.

Elders: Allyson Atchison, Cunningham Atchison, Ward Buckingham, Valerie
Candy, Moyra Cooke, Anne Dillon, Bruce Dixon, loane losua, John
Kernohan, Tei Kiliuyi, Tasi Lauese, Tautia Levi, Mac Mackensi, Yvonne
Maea-Brown, Foafoa Matamu, Trevor Moran, Alainu’u Mua, Jane
Prichard, Anthony Scott, Isabella Tedcastle, Philip Temple, Leaogaupu
Tomuli, John Trainor, Sidney Wood.

Youth: Chris Lange, Simon Mahoney.

South Auckland Presbytery

Ministers: Barry Ayers, Brian Brandon, Keleva Faleatua, Craig Millar, Tom Phillips,
Robert Robati-Mani.

Elders: Shaun Bentley, Phyllis Brock, Bruce Chamberlin, Leota Hendrikse, Linda

Plant, Lyndsay Sutton, Susan Warrington.
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Waikato Presbytery

Ministers: David Balchin, Doris Elphick, David Gordon, Fogatia Levi, Garry
Marguand, Ken Olsen, Ruth Sandiford-Phelan, Diane Yule.

Elders: Ron Creigh-Smith, Keith Jellyman, Bill McKinnon, Pauline Milroy, Janice
Purdie, Freeman Raine, Stuart Sinclair, Joan Townshend, Charlie Turia,
Allan Wallace, lan Wards, Bernard Young.

Youth: Mareta Ford.

Bay of Plenty Presbytery

Ministers: lain Dickson, Jenny Doyle, Donald Hegan, Bruce Hellyer, John Howell,
Duk Kyung Kim, Lance Thomas.

Elders: Irene Clarke, Marie Hayward, Barrie Herring, Ann Owen, Marion Sanders,
Brian Thompson.

Youth: Robert Williams.

Te Aka Puaho

Ministers: Hariata Haumate, Messina Roberts, Wayne Te Kaawa, Tamiana Thrupp,
Awatea Tupe.

Elders: Te Ao Biddle, Amiria Te Kaawa, Wi Patene Te Pairi, Wiremu Te Ratana,
Honey Thrupp.

Youth: Ramarihi Keelan, Daniel Thrupp, Ryhan Prasad, Ross Davis.

Gisborne-Hawkes Bay Presbytery

Ministers: Uili Aukuso, Howard Carter, Gene Lawrence, lan Pimm, Brett Walker.

Elders: Sue Hodgson, Christine Gould, Alan Hoggarth, Wayne Rewcastle.

Taranaki Presbytery

Ministers: David Anderson, Dennis Flett, John Mattock, Paul Prestidge, John Wilkie.

Elders: Gary Mattock, Ron Schwass, Pat Schwass, Neil Walker, Jim Welham.

Manawatu-Wanganui Presbytery

Ministers: George Dempster, Philippa Horrex, Steve Jourdain, Ra Koia, Rhys
Pearson, Pamela Tankersley, Brian Thom, Ken Wall.

Elders: Judith Forbes, Peter Halford, Diana MacDonald, Ally McKay, Betty
Simpson.

Youth: Jacqui McKenzie, Nikki Mott.

Wairarapa Union District Council

Ministers: Joan Ross, Jim Veitch.

Elders: Beverley Rigg.

Wellington Presbytery

Ministers: Nio Daniela, Sharon Ensor, Carol Grant, Ngatokotoru Ine, Perema Leasi,
Clare Lind, Margaret Mayman, Robert McLay, Keith Nisbet, Fraser
Paterson, Hana Popea-Mauigoa, Lyn Russell, Les Solomona, Ola Tofilau,
John Turton, John Yoo.

Elders: Helen Bichan, Don Clement, Yvonne Curtis, Douglas Day, Geoff
Donovan, Tanya Duncan, Graeme Gainsford, Russell Garrett, Donald
Gordon, Robert Hopkirk, John Jones, Tom Law, Lesley Shaw, Joanne
Vilipaama, Keith Wood.

Youth: Andrew Johnstone, Jo Terora.
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Nelson-Marlborough Presbytery
Ministers: John Malcolm, Jon Parkes, Ken Williams, Johanna Warren.
Elders: Beth Campbell, Corrine Jane, John Pullar.

West Coast Uniting Church Council
Elders: Lyn Heine

Christchurch Presbytery

Ministers: Hilary Beresford, Sally Carter, Sheena Dickson, Lapana Faletolu, Rob
Fergusson, Graeme Mclver, Alan Missen, Rodney Routledge, Martin
Stewart, Darryl Tempero, Helen Wallis, Nancy Jean Whitehead.

Elders: Joe Bruerton, Frank Carter, Pat Manning, Allan Middlemiss, Warwick
Moffat, Brent Richardson, Paul Seaton Peter Spoelstra, Mary Stanton.

Youth: Liz Whitehead.

Ashburton Presbytery

Ministers: Luisa Fruean, David Vaughan.
Elders: Erena McCaw
Youth: James Chapman

South Canterbury Presbytery

Ministers: Shona Bettany, Les Gosling, Roger Hart, lan Hyslop.

Elders: Selwyn Crawford, David Draffin, Kenneth Linscott, William Penno,
Gwynne Thompson.

Central Otago Presbytery

Ministers: Graham McDougall, Geoffrey Ellery, Diane Gilliam-Weeks, Stephanie
Wells.
Elders: David Dittmer.

Dunedin and North Otago Presbytery

Ministers: Bruce Hamill, Helen Harray, Susan Jones, Barry Kelk, Chris Konings,
Bobby Kusilifu, Alofa Lale, Nimarota Lale, Martin Macaulay, Graeme
Munro, Geoffrey Skilton, Geoffrey Vine.

Elders: Russell Gillions, Jane Green, Megan Hall, Mary-Jane Inglis, Foalimu
Lemalu, Shona McDonald, Fay McDonald, Judith Milmine, Janet Sim-
Elder, Evelyn Skelly.

Youth: Tom Mepham, Miriam Wood.

Clutha Presbytery
Ministers: Chris Burgin, Brian Walker.

Mataura Presbytery

Ministers: Tau Ben-Unu, Karima Far'ai, George Kopa.
Elders: Gordon Caoallins, Robin Cowie, Bronwyn McCall.
Youth: Jason Barron.

Southland Presbytery

Ministers: lan Crawford, Richard Gray, Karl Lamb, Alastair Taylor, Tekura Wilding.

Elders: Claire Anderson, Lynley McKerrow-Bear, David McPherson, Zona
Pearce, Virginia Wilson.
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Association of Presbyterian Women
Elders: Jill Little, Heather Tate.

Installation of Moderator
The Clerk of Assembly moved, it was seconded and agreed:

[08.002] That pursuant to the nomination of the 2006 General Assembly the
Reverend Doctor Graham Redding be elected Moderator of the General
Assembly, to hold office until the induction of his successor at the next
ordinary meeting of the Assembly.

The outgoing Moderator, the Very Rev Pamela Tankersley, inducted the Rev Dr Graham
Redding by prayer, and presented to him the Moderator’'s Korowhai. Dr Redding signed
the Centennial Bible.

The new Moderator addressed the Assembly on the theme “Reformed and Reforming”.

Act of Commemoration

The Moderator and the Clerk, with the congregation standing reverently, conducted the
Act of Commemoration, recalling by name those whom the church in its courts had
remembered.

Welcome to Overseas and Ecumenical Guests
The Moderator welcomed those attending the opening service. He acknowledged
overseas guests, ecumenical observers and other invited guests.

Overseas Guests:

Church of North India: Purely Lyngdoh, Yunous Massey, Cecil Harrison (Christian
Hospital, Jagadhri), Nayana Harrison (Christian Hospital, Jagadhri), Kamla Singh (St
Thomas’ School, Jagadhri), David Singh (St Thomas’ School, Jagadhri)

Cook Islands Christian Church: Temere Poaru

Uniting Church of Australia: Gregor Henderson

Presbyterian Church of USA: Robert Bayley

United Reformed Church (UK): David Coaker

Ecumenical Observers:

Methodist Church of New Zealand: Nigel Hanscamp

Uniting Congregations of Aotearoa New Zealand: Peter MacKenzie

The Moderator led the Celebration of the Sacrament of Holy Communion.

The Opening Service concluded with the benediction. Assembly adjourned for lunch to

resume at 6.30 pm at St Patrick’s College, Silverstream, Wellington.

Graham Redding, Moderator

Martin Baker, Clerk
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Minutes of Session 2 of the General Assembly 2008
St Patrick’s College, Silverstream, Wellington
Thursday 2 October, 6.30pm
The Moderator constituted the new session with prayer.
The Moderator welcomed everyone to the Session.
Introduction of Standing Orders
The Revs Don Hall and David Coster, Assembly Business Work Group Co-Convenors,
explained Assembly procedures.

Mr Hall moved, it was seconded and agreed:

[08.003] That the reports and proposals printed in the Assembly Reports and Extra
Reports be received and be the working documents of this Assembly.

Mr Hall moved, it was seconded and agreed:

[08.004] That the Standing Orders be accepted as Standing Orders for this
Assembly.

Facilitation Group
Mr Hall moved, it was seconded and agreed:

[08.005] That the Facilitation Group under Standing Order 15.1 (ii) comprise the
Rev Brett Johnstone, Revs Sharon Ensor, Nathan Parry and Peter
MacKenzie.

Appointment of Scrutineers and Deputy Assembly Clerk
The Assembly Clerk moved, it was seconded and agreed:

[08.006] That the scrutineers for this Assembly be Allister Lane, Malcolm Gordon,
Nick McLennan, Arii Taimataora, Phyllis Harris, Jong-Hyang Lee, Anne
Stewart, Brendan O’Hagan and Silvia Purdie

The Assembly Clerk moved, it was seconded and agreed:

[08.007] That Mrs Heather McKenzie, Book of Order Advisor, be appointed Deputy
Assembly Clerk until the close of this Assembly meeting.

Memorial Minutes
The Assembly Clerk moved, it was seconded and agreed:

[08.008] That the Memorial Minutes for the following be placed in the records of
the Assembly:
Revs: Tom Corbett, lan Dixon, Alister Dunn, lan Fauchelle, Boyd
Glassey, Ron Hay, Dudley Ives, Frank Nichol, lan Provan, Struan
Robertson, David Sage, Lagi Sipeli, William Stuart, Charles Styles, Eric
Uden, Dorothy Wallace, Stuart White, Thomas Wilson
Sisters: Nissa Pooley, Maisie Queale, Anne Rudduck.
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The Assembly Executive Secretary moved, it was seconded and agreed:

That Memorial Minutes for the following also be placed in the records of
the Assembly:

Revs: Boyd Glassey, Lagi Sipeli

Sisters: Maisie Queale

Dunn, Rev Alister Gibson MBE

Alister trained for the ministry at Knox College and was ordained in 1952. His first parish
was St Andrew’s in Kaitaia where he stayed until 1957. From there he took up the role of
inaugural Chaplain at Mt Eden Prison.

In 1964 Alister left the Prison Service and began a long term ministry at St James
Church in Beresford Street Auckland, where he worked with his friend and colleague the
Rev George Jeffries. It was at this time that Alister, working with George Jeffries,
established a number of initiatives aimed at helping the lives of ex-prisoners and
alcoholics, as well as working with budgeting and food programmes for the inner city
community. They “sat where people sat” and shared the troubles of the poor and needy.
Alister also formed the Old Boys Club - a Sunday night where ex-prisoners could meet,
sing hymns and have a meal.

In 1965 Alister was granted a Winston Churchill Fellowship Award and chose to study
prisoners’ aid and rehabilitation in the United States and the United Kingdom. Alister was
a member of the Prisoners Aid Rehabilitation Society for 30 years and served as both
Auckland and National President. He was also Port Chaplain in Auckland, and a long
time secretary of the British Sailors Society. Alister retired in 1985 due to ill health and
in 1986 was made a MBE.

The Rev Alister Dunn will be remembered for his compassion, tolerance, patience and
understanding. He died 25 June 2008 aged 88 years.

Fauchelle, Rev lan Donald
The Rev lan Donald (known as Don) Fauchelle died suddenly in Tongariro National Park
on 11 March 2008 while out hiking with his wife Margaret.

Don felt a strong call into Christian service from a young age, and in 1964 he was
ordained as a minister of the Presbyterian Church of New Zealand. Together with his
wife Margaret, Don served in the parishes of Matamata and Eltham before going
overseas at the end of 1968, where he became a minister for the Church of Scotland in
Glasgow. In 1971, Don was appointed as a missionary to Zambia and his ministry in
Africa continued across his life, including lecturing in theology in Malawi and Zimbabwe.

In between periods of time in Africa, he returned to serve as a minister in the New
Zealand Presbyterian Church including Raumati (1976), St Mark’s Presbyterian Church,
Palmerston North (1976-80), St Margaret's Presbyterian Church, Belmont, Auckland
(1984-90) and St Aidan’s Presbyterian Church, South Auckland (1999-2002) where he
was also appointed chaplain at the EImwood Retirement Village in Manurewa. In
addition, Don also served as the Assistant to the General Secretary of the Church of
Scotland in 1990 after which he was seconded to the Presbyterian Church of Southern
Africa in Zimbabwe.
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Furthermore, when in New Zealand, Don was actively involved as a Bible in School
teacher and he chaired the North Shore Committee for the Churches Education
Commission (Bible in School in NZ) from 1984-90. He also established and supported
Boys and Girls Brigade companies in New Zealand and overseas. In Africa, his
involvement with youth included Scripture Union work and in conjunction with Margaret
and a national worker, Alice Chikomo, the setting up of a school for street kids in Harare,
Zimbabwe.

After his retirement from full-time ministry in 2002, Don was actively involved in a
number of ecumenical groups and, accompanied by Margaret, he went as a volunteer
lecturer on behalf of Global Mission, the Presbyterian Church of Aotearoa New Zealand
and the Council of World Mission to the theological colleges in Botswana and Samoa.
Don had a strong personal faith which he shared in numerous personal and practical
ways. His contribution to the missionary outreach of the Church was rich and multi-
faceted. Don offered much through his work in the pulpit and classroom but he added to
that in the countless informal encounters in which he reflected the loving kindness of
God. He was a compassionate, generous and selfless man who always had a smile and
an encouraging word for others.

Don was a devoted husband to Margaret, and beloved father of Elizabeth, Rosemary,
Dorothy, Douglas and Faith. As well as enjoying time with his family (including seven
grandchildren) he loved traveling and exploring.

Glassey, Rev William Boyd

William Boyd Glassey was born in Darfield on 29 November 1927. Second in a family of
seven children and of a large extended family, he grew up on the farmlands of the mid-
Canterbury Plains. After completing his secondary schooling at Ashburton District High
School, he went to Dunedin in 1946 and began tertiary studies at Otago University. He
graduated with a BA degree, and entered into training for the ministry at Knox
Theological Hall in 1951.

He was ordained and inducted as assistant minister at Caversham, Dunedin in 1954,
with particular responsibility for the newly formed Union parish of Costorphine — Riselaw
Road. In 1955 he married Gladys Wynne Benton, who had attended classes at Knox
with him during her training for the Deaconess Order. Wynne and Boyd shared a love of
writing poetry and it was this which sustained him following her death in 1983.

He discovered singing whilst at high school and derived great joy from his singing and
theatrical achievements, reflecting in later years that this “was one of those things which
gave me pleasure and did not destroy my confidence”.

Early influences in his life grew into a compassion for the underdog and the marginalised
in society. Boyd often spoke out when he saw or encountered injustices. It is not
surprising that much of his ministry was spent as chaplain in the mental health and
prison services.

In 1960 he was called to the Masterton parish of Landsdowne and it was during this
period, in the course of his visiting and hospital work that he became aware of the
particular problems faced by those battling mental illness. In 1967 he was appointed to
the position of Methodist-Presbyterian Chaplain at Porirua Hospital. A year later he was
introduced by his colleague Diana Goss to the Clinical Pastoral Education programme

Session 2



Minutes of the General Assembly 2008

and from this developed his enduring passion for psychotherapy. This not only enabled
him to focus on the things that moved him in ministry but provided the opportunity to
pass on his skills and knowledge to others.

In 1975 he, with Wynne and four of their five children, went to Melbourne on exchange
with the chaplain of Pentridge Prison. Following his return to Porirua he felt the need to
(in his words) "get out of the hospital world and back into the community”, as training and
psychotherapy had given him “quite a different approach to the scriptures and to the
ministry in society in general”. He was appointed to the parish of St Andrew’s,
Christchurch (1976-81). This was followed by a further period of prison chaplaincy, in
the Addington, Rolleston and Paparua prisons, until his retirement in 1987.

In 1987 he received a phone call from Judith Cecilia Hatton, junior room teacher at the
Mayfield School, inviting him to take the Sunday service at their centennial celebration.
They married in 1989, moving to Wellington to enable Judy to take a teaching position.

In retirement Boyd continued his involvement in the Clinical Pastoral Education
professional organisation (gaining accredited supervisor status in 1991 and continuing to
run courses until moving to Wellington), renewed his interest in singing and poetry, and
traveled widely. He was an Honorary Associate Minister of St Andrew’s on The Terrace
where he is remembered with affection as a free spirit and an independent thinker, a
valued, caring and often out-spoken member of that community.

Above all, Boyd was a family man. A much loved husband, father, grandfather and
great-grandfather. He died on 1 June 2008.

We give thanks for the life and work, poetry and music, humor, wisdom and insights of
William Boyd Glassey.

Hay, Rev William Ronald McDonald

Ron was born on 7 April 1916. The son of the Rev James Hay, he was educated at
Cambridge, Hamilton, and finally at Nelson College. Having taken a BA degree at
Canterbury University College, he attended the Theological Hall 1939-41, before being
licensed by Nelson Presbytery. On November 11 he married Eileen Emily Mildred Madill
(daughter of the Rev JDC Madill) before his ordination and induction into the Albury-
Cave Parish in South Canterbury on 16 December. For the rest of his life, he would
remember his first parishioners with the deepest gratitude and affection.

Following a brief military chaplaincy in 1945, Ron served parishes in Christchurch and
Devonport, Auckland. In this naval centre much pressure was brought upon him to
become a chaplain. But Ron was delighted to recall ever afterwards, the astonishment
of the pompous English senior naval officer at Ron’s declining what would have been a
considerable pecuniary advantage, and preferring to remain loyal to his parish. “I think |
can manage - sir,” he said.

In 1957 Ron and Eileen and their four children, David, Jean, Helen and Rod, went to St
Paul's Napier and to a 24-year ministry. A major highlight was Ron conducting a service
at St Paul’s attended by Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth Il in 1963. In the course of these
years, Ron became much respected and beloved by the people of Napier and wider
Hawkes Bay. A holy man, he was nevertheless well-informed of local issues, and
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involved himself in them. In his integrity, he was fearless in his views, which, however,
could always be lightened by his gentle but penetrating humour.

Ron Hay was a warm and strong communicator of the Gospel. Equally warm and caring
was his pastoral concern. Remarkably humane, for people in trouble he was always
there. He was a modest, gentle, kindly man with a streak of flawless steel, which he
revealed only when honour demanded it.

Ives, Rev Richard Dudley

Richard Dudley lves was born on 11 August 1930 in llford, Essex, England. After a year
of studying architecture at Southend Polytechnic in England, Dudley moved to
Wellington, where he continued his studies. In November 1955 he married an English
girl, Joan.

After working for four different organisations, Dudley joined Verrall and Associates
Architects in Rotorua in 1963. He started attending St Andrew’s Presbyterian Church
following advice in the Ethics Studies for his degree in Architecture, where it was stated
“It is better for an Architect to be seen regularly in a church, not just at Christmas and
Easter”.

Under the ministry of the Rev Graeme Murray at St Andrew’s he was converted in 1964,
becoming an elder two years later under the ministry of the Rev H Stuart McKenzie. He
did wonderful work with the young people in Boy’s Brigade and Bible Class, with his wife
Joan also active in a variety of church work. He was also a member of a hard working
Church Building and Finance Committee, planning a church building for the St Andrew’s
congregation who to date only had a hall for its many activities. He was to design the
communion table and font in this new building. He later designed the communion
furniture at St David’s.

In 1968 he felt a call to the ministry. On being accepted he went to Knox College in
Dunedin for three years of studies. He had two parishes, Lyttleton from 1972 to 1978,
and Te Kauwhata 1978 to 1987. In each parish he gave of himself and his skills in his
service for Jesus Christ, and played his due part in presbytery and committee work.

Dudley’s enthusiasm is well remembered. How he greeted everyone at the church door
on a Sunday morning, his hearty chuckle, his readiness to assist with working bees,
church galas and projects around the church. His skills as an architect and builder were
an asset. Dudley never shied from work always ready with a hammer or on hand when
trestles were needed or lifting required. Dudley loved his garden and always had a good
supply of vegetables on hand.

Dudley took early retirement, going first to Auckland for five years and then to Rotorua in
1992. There he continued playing his part as a parish member and retired minister,
including being Interim Moderator for St David’'s Owhata for two years. He died on 23
November 2006. A large congregation gathered to farewell him.

Nichol, Rev Dr Frank William Rutherford

Frank was born in Lyttelton on 30 March 1925. He was educated at Timaru Boys’ High
School and the University of Otago, graduating MA in Philosophy in 1947. He further
graduated BD after studying at the Theological Hall from 1947 to 1949.
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He married Elizabeth (Beth) Somerville and they subsequently had four children, Bill,
Chris, Libby and Martin. Beth was later Librarian at the Hewitson Library, Knox College.

Frank undertook postgraduate study at the University of St Andrews, Scotland, and
graduated PhD with a dissertation supervised by Professor Donald Baillie. The same
university later honoured him by the conferral of its degree of Doctor of Divinity.

Frank was ordained to the parish of St Andrews, South Canterbury on 31 July 1952.
Here he placed a great deal of emphasis on the parish functioning as a community and
not merely as a collection of individuals.

In 1955, Frank was appointed Director of Theological Studies at the Theological Hall of
the Presbyterian Church of Western Australia, Perth. His position was changed to that
of Principal in 1958. Here, although he had some part-time assistance, he was
responsible for all branches of theological study and training for the ministry. He
retained an appreciation of the significance of all these branches in later years.

From 1963 to 1987, Frank was Professor of Systematic Theology and Christian Ethics at
the Theological Hall, Knox College, and Principal from 1972 to 1986. He went through
some changes in his theological outlook in that time, finding that the seminar rather than
the lecturing method was most appropriate for his searching, and hoping that the
students would think and search with him. He was sensitive both to the demands of
radical students and to the agonising of conservative students and did much to promote
the community life of both together. He promoted the Theological Hall as part of the
Church, University and general community.

Frank was a faithful member of the Presbytery of Dunedin and made many visits to other
presbyteries on behalf of the Theological Hall. When asked to be moderator in Dunedin,
he replied that he would not want to decline anything the Church wanted him to do. He
was deeply concerned about what the local parish is and does, particularly with the
parish to which he belonged (Opoho) for 45 years. He led services, took part in the
Adult Study Group, and spoke at congregational meetings, often encouraging the parish
to support the national church.

Three weeks before he died on 19 April 2008, he voluntarily wrote an editorial for the
parish newsletter, affirming the goodness of God through his stroke and the loss of his
wife.

Pooley, Sr Margaret Nissa

Sister Margaret Nissa Pooley (nee Tinkler) grew up and was educated in the Te Kuiti
District. In 1948 Nissa offered herself for training for the Deaconess Order following her
attendance at a leadership school run by the Youth Department of the Presbyterian
Church. From 1950 to 1952 she was a student in residence at Deaconess College in
Alva Street, Dunedin. She was deeply influenced by the successive Principals of the
College, Sister Kath Every and Sister Daisy Dempsey.

Nissa was ordained a deaconess in the Somervell Memorial Church, Remuera,
Auckland, in 1953. In 1955 she was appointed parish deaconess with the Trinity
Presbyterian Church at Cambridge. In 1957 she resigned to marry Ted Pooley, and
lived in Hamilton for the rest of her life. During those 50 years she was a member of St
Stephen’s Church in Melville, Hamilton.
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Nissa did not seek other deaconess or ministry positions. However she exercised a
strong and faithful ministry in her local congregation. She was the first woman elder on
the Session of St Stephen’s, used her considerable musical gifts in the church’s life and
worship, and she was a friend, mentor and encourager to many. Her sense of humour
and the twinkle in her eye warmed many a heart.

Nissa was active in the life of the congregation until her death in August 2007. At her
funeral service it was said that the people of the church would long remember “her
cheerful good humour, her serenity, the strong sense of purpose that drove her, and the
faith that breathed through her words and deeds, but was never ostentatiously on
display”.

The Waikato Presbytery gives thanks to God for the life and the Christian faith and
service of Margaret Nissa Pooley and offers its warm sympathy to the nieces and
nephews who were so important to her.

Provan, Rev lan James

The Presbytery of Christchurch acknowledges the significant ministry of lan Provan. lan
was a minister of considerable intellect, deep compassion and a quick sense of humour.
He reflected theologically, pastorally and psychologically, capable of original and
provocative thought. In his book Healing he suggested a definition of health as living to
the boundaries of ones limitations in any given time.

lan was accepted as a student for the ministry by this presbytery in 1954. He graduated
BA in Philosophy and History. At the Theological Hall he was one of a group of
luminaries including names like Churcher, Coates, Fendall and Laughton. lan achieved
well and made firm friendships.

lan began his ministry in 1959 in the Tasman parish. He had a particular concern for the
young fruit picking people. Under his leadership and with the support of his wife, Joy,
the parish set up for these people a café and a drive-in cinema — the first in New
Zealand. His background as a pharmacist and his interest in the well-being of the whole
person was useful to him as he offered his ministry part-time in the local psychiatric
hospital.

In 1966 lan became chaplain to the Cherry Farm group of psychiatric hospitals. His
insight and skill were quickly recognised and he became a key person in the clinical
team.

He worked particularly in the rehabilitation of long-stay patients and with people in the
Alcoholism and Drug Dependency Unit. He lectured in the relationship between
psychiatry and theology. He was held in great respect and deep affection by staff and
patients. On the occasion of the celebration of the silver anniversary of the
establishment of the chapel, he was invited to return to lead worship. He began by
asking a rhetorical question — Why have we come? There was a shout from the
congregation — To see you!

In 1979 lan became a consultant for the Department of Parish Development and Mission
and later, in 1983, a Regional Ministry Officer for the South Island. lan initiated and
began implementation of, among other things, supervision for clergy at a national level.
Many ministers and parishes will be thankful for lan’s encouragement, wisdom and
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sometimes his courage, as he worked to resolve conflict and to nurture vision in
congregations.

The travelling, the pressure and the tension took its toll. In 1990 lan retired early on
grounds of ill-health. He continued working in rest homes in Timaru before moving to
Christchurch. In his retirement years he also continued to offer his ministry, serving for a
time in the Akaroa parish.

Throughout his ministry, lan had the support of his wife, Joy.

While lan was accomplished in the areas of counseling, personal growth and conflict
resolution, his standing place was always his faith, hope and love. In the week he died,
he was reflecting on our life having a series of stages and regarded death as another
stage. He said, “I will be very interested as | take that step”.

Tribute to lan and Joy is the quality of their daughter Sylvia and of their son Alan and
their families. We honour lan’s ministry and give God thanks for his life.

Queale, Sr Mary Eliza QSO (Sr Maisie)

Maisie Queale was born in Lochiel, Southland to farming parents. Even at an early age
she had learnt the art of serving others, and worked for a time at home caring for parents
prior to being appointed youth worker in Nuhaka for the Maori Synod. Her appointment
to Ruatahuna saw her being mentored by Sr Annie before she began her training as a
deaconess at the Presbyterian Women'’s Training Institute in Dunedin. In 1940 she was
student president.

Her ministry over the next 20 years in the Maori Synod is legendary. She served with
energy and vigour among the people of Ruatahuna, Te Teko and Tokaanu. In 1958 she
undertook study at Selly Oak, University of Birmingham in England.

For 11 years Maisie Queale served as deaconess in First Frankton in Hamilton where
she laid the foundation ministry at Nawton and then at Knox, Dunedin, where her quiet
yet sensitive ministry was appreciated by the large congregation. Retiring to Oamaru in
1971 she embarked on a ministry at Eveline Church. For 25 years she organised the
Flying Squad visiting teams, and facilitated the Friendship Club for the retired of North
Oamaru. Ministers and parishioners alike appreciated her never-ending round of
pastoral visiting.

Not only did the Waitaki District Council honour her contribution to North Oamaru with a
Citizens Award in 1993, but the Queen also recognised her lifetime of unselfish service
to Church and community with a QSO in 1994. How fitting it was that this honour should
coincide with the golden jubilee of her ordination to the Deaconess Order. Her diamond
jubilee provided an occasion for her to provide a generous gift to Turakina Maori Girls’
College, a school which since her early days in the Maori Synod, she had sought to
support and provide encouragement to girls from her Sunday Schools and Bible Classes
to attend.

In her latter years Maisie resided in lona Home and Hospital and then Southhanjer Rest
Home in Oamaru, still interested in and appreciative of the love and care from the people
of Eveline Church. The motto of the Deaconess Order typified her entire life: “By Love
Serve”. Her death on July 22 ended a long and faithful life.
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