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Christian World Service

Executive Summary

Christian World Service (CWS) is the designated ecumenical aid and development
agency of the Presbyterian and other New Zealand churches. CWS provides
opportunities for New Zealand churches to engage internationally and ecumenically at
the global level in efforts to eradicate poverty and overcome injustice. It does this
through development partners working in their own communities and in response to
emergency situations; its involvement in advocacy internationally in conjunction with
other ecumenical agencies and networks; and along with other New Zealand agencies
campaigning for change in this country. CWS is also actively involved in providing
educational materials and support to help congregations, children and young people
understand development issues from a Christian point of view.

Recommendations

1. That the General Assembly
support the Point  Seven
campaign calling on the
New Zealand Government to
meet its international commitment
to allocate 0.7% of national
income to overseas development
assistance campaign.

2. That the General Assembly
encourage parishes to become
Fair Trade churches.

Report

1 Introduction

1.1 Thank you to those many thousands of Presbyterians who
have supported CWS over the last two years. Presbyterians
have always been strong supporters - over 70% of
Presbyterian parishes support CWS’s annual Christmas
Appeal, and many are regular donors or contribute to our
emergency and @world appeals.

2 Supporting Development Partners

2.1 The core of our work is the support we are able to provide to
our development partners. CWS is currently supporting 32 development
programmes in 21 countries throughout the world. Examples include:

(a) An HIV/AIDS awareness and home nursing training programme run by the
Church of Uganda

(b) Council of Evangelical Churches in Nicaragua working to improve the living
standards of both rural and urban poor communities.
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(c) In 2005/6 the organisation was reviewed by NZAID under the auspices of the
Voluntary Agency Support Scheme (VASS). The report has yet to be
finalised but all indications are that CWS will once again be found to be in full
compliance with the requirements of the government and the development
community. The VASS fund enables CWS to match grants 1 to 4 from
government funding in recognition of the effective community development
undertaken by partners.

Association of Presbyterian Women

CWS gives special thanks to the Association of Presbyterian Women which, in
conjunction with the Methodist Women’s Fellowship, has continued its strong
support for our work.

Responding to Emergencies

Within 48 hours of the tsunami on Boxing Day 2004 we
had sent money from our emergency fund to support
relief work and had pledged further support. Our in-
country partners have utilised community resources
and community volunteers to deliver both immediate
relief and reconstruction to some of the most vulnerable
people very cost effectively.

There were other major international humanitarian disasters to which we
responded including. the earthquake in Pakistan, the earthquake in Indonesia,
the civil unrest in Timor Leste, and the war in Darfur, Sudan. We also appealed
for support for the work of Christian Care Zimbabwe in helping the victims of the
Mugabe Government’'s wanton destruction in Operation Murambatsvina that left
over 250,000 people homeless and destitute.

Working with Young People

CWS is committed to providing educational opportunities for young people.
World Watch , designed for primary and intermediate school aged children.
Youth Topics , is an A2 size resource designed for youth ministries.

The Parachute festival has become a major part of CWS’s
programme

Wipe out Poverty Week, which is now in its fifth year is
steadily growing. Schools and youth groups organise
interesting fundraising activities that encourage people to
think about and respond to the high level of global poverty.

Education and Advocacy

Christian World Service is a member of the Ecumenical Advocacy Alliance (EAA),
a global network of 85 church and church-related organisations committed to
speaking out against injustice and to offering alternative visions based on the
Gospel.
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CWS has worked in closely with the EAA on the trade campaign. Our
involvement has included lobbying the Government over trade rules. CWS and
Trade Aid have developed a scheme by which churches can sign up to be Fair
Trade Churches.

In conjunction with other New Zealand aid and development agencies, we have
been involved in encouraging the Government to keep the promise it made
internationally to increase its aid and development budget to 0.7% of our Gross
National Income (GNI) by 2015 — currently it stands at 0.27%.

As a lead agency of Jubilee Aotearoa , the campaign to cancel the unjust debt of
the world’s poorest countries, CWS has continued to meet regularly with the
government to discuss debt related matters, confident of wide support from within
the churches. Sustained global pressure led to the introduction of the Multilateral
Debt Reduction Initiative by the International Monetary Fund and the World Bank
in July 2006.

In 2005 CWS joined a new coalition called Make Poverty History which has
provided campaigning opportunities around a platform arguing for trade justice,
drop the debt, more and better aid, and an end to child poverty in Aotearoa
New Zealand.

Thank You

Thank you for the backing that the Presbyterian Church and Presbyterians
throughout New Zealand have provided over the last 60 years, your continued
support is vital to CWS'’s future work.

Jonathan Fletcher
National Director
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