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If you give me an egg and I give you an

egg, we each have one egg.

If you give me an idea and I give you an

idea, we each have two ideas.

West African proverb

Rural Network News aims to share ideas for ministry
in neighbourhood and land-based communities.

Te kaitiakitanga, te manaakitanga, te kotahitanga.

Please share this newsletter with others you think may be
interested. Feel free to make photocopies.

Responses to items always welcome.

THE HEADLINES SCREAM
DROUGHT, FLOOD, DOOM!

Depending which side of the Tasman you are on,
the media have been leading with doom and gloom
for the Rural Sector in one way or another. While
it is true to say that our Rural Sectors are facing
challenges, these and other challenges are the
things that not only legends are made of, but which
also hone the rugged skill sets that have seen rural
communities survive and prosper through time.

The church not only sits within these communities
but in a lot of ways is the community. Like the
Rural Business Sector we are required to change
and adapt to the changing environment. It is a very
different world out there than the time when our
older church buildings were built let alone the
economic shocks of the 1980’s.

Every four years a Trans Tasman Rural
Conference is held with the aim of helping
the emerging Rural Church to face the
challenges of change and be at the cutting
edge of Christian Ministry.

This April it is the turn of the churches of the top
of the South Island of New Zealand to host a five
day moving conference which will lead us through
some of the iconic scenic and farming areas of
Marlborough and Nelson. “Changing Seasons,
Challenging Times” will have input from industry
as well as different churches working in the field.

Our two guest speakers are Mark Gibson and
Andrew Wells. Mark Gibson is a Methodist
minister in Christchurch with a strong rural
background and a special interest in the ecological
imperative for the Christian faith. Andrew Wells is
a scientist working on research on the interface
between geology and forestry. He lives in a small
rural community in Central Otago. Between them,
Mark and Andrew will speak to the emerging
challenge of climate change for life and ministry in
the Rural Sector.

So if you would like to come along and network
with a great bunch of people who are outstanding
in the field in regards to Rural Ministry don’t waste
a minute. Check out the web site
http://rural.nelsonanglican.org.nz/index.htm.

Registrations close on 14 March 2008.

Recently we got an email from a person who had
been away from home for four weeks and floods
were making getting home impossible. But through
various means he found a way to contact us
because he saw this Conference as an important
event in the life and development of Rural
Ministry.

So what are you waiting for - make a positive
investment in the future now!

Martin Harrison, Brightwater, Nelson

Changing Seasons
Challenging Times

A Moving Trans-Tasman Event
7 -11 April 2008

rural.nelsonanglican.org.nz/index.htm
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difficulties not seen for many years. The sorghum
crops have yet to ripen and be harvested before
people rejoice too loudly.

The price for grain is astronomical and lot feeds,
dairy, pigs and poultry are still going out of
business because prices for products have not risen
because of the global ceiling prices.

Grain producers except for the North of the state
with sorghum have had nil to very small crops. The
late rains and lack of irrigation quotas meant there
was hardly any cotton or rice sown. For most
farmers on the east coast of Australia winter
cropping and winter livestock raising are critical,
so it all depends on what the climate does in
autumn winter and spring. These are the predicted
climate change drier months and most farmers
have been burnt badly by those seasons especially
winter and spring this last 3 years. Fertiliser and
chemical prices have doubled over the last two
years as well as diesel so everyone is very wary of
borrowing another $100-200,000 to put this year’s
crop in. Some farm debts we know have risen to
near the $million this last 4 years with crop
failures.

Except for the share market keeping real estate
prices high there would be a rural collapse.
Already we are hearing about lenders not allowing
refinancing for this year’s crop.

A bit of a long blurb but the media give such a
wrong impression. 46% of NSW is still drought
declared.

We have a retired farming couple visiting farmers
and our church has pledged to employ two
additional rural chaplains to help the rural
communities. Even the federal government was
talking ‘rural chaplains’, but we have a new
government so that may change.

A Lament for the Dying Land
Red dust swirls on another cloudless day,
life and hope slips away as crop and pasture
is consumed by hungry ewe and lamb.

Where are you God?
Have you abandoned us?
Has your Spirit ascended in the
rush of a whirly wind or dry dust squall?
Or are you choosing to remain silent in the
face of our blindness to the damage we do to the
environment and community?

Where are you God?
Whose blessing to us seemed so real.
So assured through generation after generation.
Whose creation, though harsh at times
brought forth life and sustained community?

Where are you God?
Gone is our hope.
Gone with the wind and the hopeful clouds.
Are you gone with the fleeting rain?
Gone with our children,
seduced by the economy of prosperity and
bought off by the dream of technology?

Where are you God?
Where is your abundant love for us?
Where the covenant you made betwixt
Jesus one of us and Christ the Holy one?

What does this covenant of life and love mean to
you?
Will you abandon us to destruction?
Will you allow economics to triumph over life?
Life that sustains community,
Life that supports widows,
Life that makes room for the stranger in our land,
Life that brings to meaning even us?

Where are you God?
Where is your justice God of our mothers and
fathers?
Where is your compassion to those who are forced
to walk away from land?
Land cared for with a lovers caress,
Land made pregnant with the potential for life,
Land brought to life through the pain of childbirth,
the pain of drought and rain?

Where are you God?
Where is your justice in this time?
Justice that brings us back to your holiness?
Where is your holiness to be found in the
abandoning of the farm?

Where are you God?
Gather us in your loving arms,
in those hands that shaped creation.
Comfort us in our distress and
heal us from the wounds of the heart.

Feed us by your body and blood
that we might know the food that sustains
beyond the strength of our own arm.
For with the food of vain pride and self-sufficiency
we can no longer feed our-selves.

Even now creator God,
stretch out your arms across this land
and bring in your shalom.

Geoff Wellington, Lithgow, NSW, October 2007
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A RURAL CALL TO PEACE
The following message went out at the end of last
year from the new Chair and Secretary of the
International Rural Churches Association. Its
message continues to be relevant.

To decision-making bodies all over the world

Peace on Earth

At this time in the Christian world remind us of
God`s greatest gift for the world: “peace on earth
good will towards humankind”. Thus IRCA calls for
a worldwide effort to transform this holy offer into
reality.

We call all decision-making bodies in politics and
economy to keep in mind that “peace on earth”
means not only military but in the same way social
peace.

We ask decision-making bodies all over the world
to take care that people may live their own culture
and spirituality honestly and peacefully.

We salute the new developments in using
renewable energy and welcome the possibilities to
give the rural region a new importance.
Nevertheless we forewarn of the danger of the
misuse of food by transforming it into energy. Such
developments have to be stopped.

“Peace on earth” does not mean only peace for
those who are living on earth, but in the same way
“peace for the earth“. Thus we ask for respectful
and sustainable relations with natural resources.

We call for an immediate stop to all nuclear
experiments in the ground and to inform people
completely about the impact of such experiments
on the energy balance of the earth.

We call all decision making bodies of the world to
remember, that the earth was here before them
and will be after them too. She is lent to us by God
to live on her and to leave her better and more
peaceful for the next generation.

May “peace on earth” lead us the closing weeks of
this year and guide us through the next year.

Lothar Schullerus Garry Hardingham
Chairperson Secretary

If you would like to receive email Prayer/News from
IRCA, contact chirmac@xtra.co.nz

RUMINATIONS

RURAL NEWSLETTER AVAILABLE

“Ruminations”, the quarterly magazine on Rural
Ministry published by the Uniting Church in
Australia’s NSW Rural Ministry Unit, is available
in New Zealand.

You can receive it either for free by email or for
$15 by post.

“Ruminations” contains down-to-earth articles on
issues in rural life, in relation to church,
community and farming, as well as ideas and
perspectives that encourage and challenge gospel
driven change for the future.

Contact Robyn McPhail at chirmac@xtra.co.nz or
17 Campbell Lane, Kerikeri 0230. Cheques to
Kaeo-Kerikeri Union Parish.

BOTTOM OF THE BARREL
Something for those with Scottish blood....

An English doctor was being shown around a
Scottish hospital. Near the end of his visit, he
saw a ward of patients with no obvious injuries.
He started to examine the first patient, but
the man proclaimed: "Fair fa' yer honest, sonsie
face / Great chieftain o'the puddin' race!"
The doctor, taken aback, moved on to the next
patient, who immediately said; "Some hae meat
and canna eat / And some wad eat that want it."
The next patient cried out; "Wee sleekit
cow'rin tim'rous beastie /O what a panic's in
thy breastie!"
"Well," the English doctor muttered to his
Scottish colleague, "I see you saved the
psychiatric ward for last."
"Oh, no," said the Scottish doctor. "This is our
serious Burns unit!"

From RUMORS email newsletter © Ralph Milton. There’s no
charge to subscribe to RUMORS. Send an email message to
rumors@joinhands.com with SUBSCRIBE in the subject-line

Witty sayings are as easily lost as the
pearls slipping off a broken string; but
a word of kindness is seldom spoken in
vain. It is the seed which, even when
dropped by chance, springs up a
flower. The Old Farmers Almanac, 1853
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IN LOVING MEMORY
Heather McCrostie Little

Heather McCrostie Little MBE JP from Cust died
in February 2008 at age 77. Heather was a
passionate advocate for rural communities and a
role model for rural women seeking to make the
world a better place.

Heather was a founding member of the Canterbury
Rural Ministry Unit. When Lincoln College
convened a Rural Development Conference in
1976, key policy makers attended and Heather
worked with Des McSweeney to ensure that a wide
range of rural participants were included – among
them farm workers, stock and station agents, the
Maori Women’s Welfare League and “the
Church”. A year later “the Church” (in particular
John Barker and Hugh Patterson) convened a rural
ministry conference at Sheffield and included
Heather Little and Des McSweeney in the planning
and leadership. Heather encouraged “the Church”
to include a wide spectrum of rural people – lay
people and clergy, women and men, farm families
and residents from rural towns were able to meet
on equal terms at Sheffield in 1977. Out of that
conference the Canterbury Rural Ministry Unit was
formed.

Heather was brought up in Balclutha, qualified as a
law clerk in the 1950s but found that career closed
to women, became a receptionist at Warners, went
on an extended OE and returned to be a travel
agent. Heather and Brian’s was a legendary
romance. Brian came in from Hawarden to book a
passage to South America. Farmer Brian and the
travel agent Heather met, fell in love and married.
Godson James Hill has vivid memories of school
holidays spent with Brian and Heather on the farm
at Littledale.

Heather began public life when she was elected to
the Hawarden Licensing Trust in the 1970s.
Heather and her neighbour Stephen Barker then
contested elections and alternated positions on the
Waipara County Council and the Hurunui County
Council in the 1970s and 1980s. Heather lost the
1985 election (to Stephen). “That was a stroke of
good fortune”, said Stephen, “since it opened the
way for Heather to be appointed to the Local
Government Commission”. That commission with
five members, with Heather as the rural voice,
reconfigured our cities and rural districts.

Heather was a significant advocate for rural people
and rural communities at national and international
level. She was a member of the Social Science
Research Funding Committee, the Social Advisory
Council, the New Zealand Planning Council. She
represented New Zealand on the OECD for 12
years and formed close relationships with
researchers and rural policy makers in Europe and
North America. Professor Norah Keating from
Canada, for example, worked closely with Heather
on strategies to support the frail elderly within rural
communities.

Heather played a pivotal role in linking together
rural communities, rural congregations,
government policy makers and universities for the
benefit of rural communities and for the benefit of
the nation. “When support was needed, Heather
was supportive. When challenge was needed,
Heather challenged”. Her encouragement for
young researchers, young academics, young
journalists and young clergy was especially
significant. She gave them insights into rural
community and they emerged as passionate
advocates for the place of rural New Zealand in the
larger nation.

Heather was recognised and affirmed by the nation.
She was awarded an MBE in 1989, a New Zealand
1990 medal, and a Women’s Suffrage Medal in
1993. Heathers parents and her husband Brian died
when she was comparatively young. She was a
very public person and very private person. Her
life was made complete by her Godchildren James,
Anna and Diana and by close and mutually
supportive friends in her local community, up and
down the nation, and across the globe.

Garth Cant, Canterbury

This occasional newsletter is printed and distributed by
Anglican Diocese of Christchurch, PO Box 4438,
Christchurch, ph 03 379 5950, fax 03 379 5954.
Contributions of news, views, insights on anything to do with
the rural church and its gospel mission gratefully received.
Editor: Robyn McPhail, 17 Campbell Lane, Kerikeri 0230,
09 401 7554, fax: 09 401 7555, email: chirmac@xtra.co.nz
Thanks to all contributors and to Garth Cant for editorial
assistance.


