Reflections from the @m conference
Auckland, 8 and 9
110 church leaders gathered in the city of rain, oops | mean sails, to receive a gift from Faith

Inkubator’s Rich Melheim as he shared his invaluable experience and philosophies on effective
ways to Grow in Faith Together.

We were immersed in a world of heart rending stories, creativity, boundary pushing interaction,
challenging and exciting ideas, innovative teaching, outstanding resources and robust
discussion.

Here are just some of Rich’s many wise, humorous and thought provoking gems:
k o “We don’t need more pied piper children and
youth pastors.”

“The passing on of the faith to the next
generation is much too important a task to be
left in the hands of those who are paid to do it.”

“It's time to give the parents back to the
children.”

“Who’s had dinner with a Hittite recently? If you
don’t tell your children your stories you won't
have a faith.”

If you don't tell your children your story, you
don’t lose your past, you lose your future.”

“The family is a little church and must be inspired, challenged, and trained to model all the
functions of the church in the home.”

“If you are not doing this in your own home you are just a travel agent handing out brochures to
a place you have never been.”

And some snippets from the recipients of the Gift:

One minister soberly commented, “I was about to pack the ministry in but | won’t now. This has
given me new hope, new ideas and fantastic new tools.”

Another reflected, “I've been to hundreds of training events and this definitely rates as one of
the best — if only I'd learnt this stuff 30 years ago.”

And another minister: “This is life changing stuff. We need to rethink our whole strategy for
children’s ministry.”

And: “Thank you for organizing the Gift conference. | went away with lots and lots to think about and as
a result | am organizing a get together with parents to talk about what should be happening with our
ministry.”



