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IÕm glad ÔgiftsÕ is the theme of this issue of Fuel.  Most of you will have heard by now that I will be finishing up
as PYM National Youth Coordinator at Christmas. We decided on the topic before I worked out that I was leaving,
and as I find myself reflecting on four years of service in this role, one of the things which stands out to me is
how rich the Pressie Tribe is with gifted people. We have so much to give. IÕve been inspired by the gifts IÕve seen
people giving freely in their local communities, and amazed by what is possible when we put our gifts together
and meet a need which is greater than what we can respond to on our own. When I see this happen I really
believe we could save the world.

If I could name one hope for the future of the Pressie Tribe it is that we might better realise the abundance of
gifts we have all been given, and use them together as the body of Christ to make Jesus Christ known in the places
where it is needed most. I will take from these four years a deluge of good memories. I get the feeling too, that
a new wave has emerged, and I look forward to seeing and supporting how PYM continues to make Jesus Christ
known in the future.

I want to say thank you. I am reluctant to name any names for in doing so I am sure to offendÉ but I must make
mention of a few: Firstly, I want to pay tribute to the people who came to the first ever meeting to organise
something that would become Connect, and to the past and present members of the PYM focus group. None of
them knew what they were coming to, or what their efforts would grow into. But they came, dreamed some
impossible dreams, and made them happen. We have all been blessed by their vision and commitment to see the
dream realised. Secondly, the PYM crew who have worked with me in Wellington over the last four years Ð Em
Osborne, Jo Ryan, Monica Yeoman, and Kathryn Grant. I only hope theyÕve received as much from their time
serving PYM as PYM has received from all that they have given. I personally am grateful to them for the abundance
of inspiration, sanity, synergy and chocolate which they have shared with me so generously over the last four
years.

Remember, you are a blessing!
May your journey of faith be filled with much joy, laughter, hope and love!
Arohanui,
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This is the last time youÕll hear from Kathryn in this space.
KathrynÕs had a great year as PYM intern 2005.  We wish
her every blessing as she goes down to study at Otago in
2006.

My year as PYM intern has been amazing for so many
reasons. IÕve got to meet so many cool people and had
my eyes opened up to so many things I had never
thought about before. But one of the coolest things hit
home when I was preparing to go to Auckland for a few
days a little while ago. I was staying with a couple of
different people in the PYM crew, all of whom I knew,
but felt were more MoÕs friends than mine. I changed
my thinking though when Mo said to me, Ôyou know
that even though you feel like you havenÕt gotten to
know these people that well yet, they care about you
heaps already, and will look out for you, just because
youÕre part of the PYM crew.Õ

This made me feel pretty special, knowing that thereÕs
people spread around New Zealand who I might not be
best buddies with, but will put me up for the night or
go out for coffee with me, just because we belong to
the same crew.
If youÕre reading this, itÕs likely that you belong to the
PYM crew Ð so this blessing is yours as well! (Yay!)

The challenge for me though is to take up the call to go
a step further, and share hospitality and care with those
who donÕt get it and have stopped expecting it Ð those
who get love and care and hospitality the least, and need
it the most. So my aim this Christmas is to Ôpay forwardÕ
the blessing. I hope this issue of Fuel inspires you to
think about how you might do that where you are this
Christmas.

kathryn.grant@presbyterian.org.nz

kathryn
Grant

PYM  Intern
2005

On the cover
Photos from Connect 05 Ð the annual PYM

tribal gathering held in Otaki in July.

Gifts Ð Allister Lane looks
at what Paul has to say about them in the New
Testament ,  Jo  Ryan,  F iona
Ma in land  and  Ka th ryn
Grant explore how we identify them, what
we do with them and how we can give them
away this Christmas.

Global  Mission
News
Andrew Bell challenges us to think
creatively about how we can give overseas,
read about people giving overseas, Andrew
Colgan checks out a new resource for
overseas mission trips.

pym News

Vic Coster tells about her first time at
Connect 05.

Éand just in case you didnÕt read the fine
print, thereÕs some things weÕve been trying to
convince you of in the last 4 yearsÉ we finish
up this issue with what we like to call Ôthe
PYM rule for lifeÕ.



While the fruit of the Spirit are ways of recognising Christian character, the gifts of the Spirit are vocations, ways of serving God.

1. Something given; a present
2. A special aptitude, ability, or power; talent.
                                   - COLLINS CONCISE ENGLISH DICTIONARY

PROPHECY Ð THE GIFT OF BEING ABLE TO SEE FAR AHEAD,

SERVICE Ð THE GIFT OF DEDICATING OUR LIVES TO OTHERS

PREACHING Ð THE GIFT OF SPEAKING WITH WISDOM
ENCOURAGING Ð THE GIFT OF COACHING,AND BRINGING OUT

HEALING Ð THE GIFT OF MAKING PEOPLE WHOLE WHEN

GIVING Ð THE GIFT OF MAKING SURE THAT OTHERS

LEADERSHIP Ð THE GIFT OF SHOWING THE WAY TO GOD

What are you doing to GROW your gifts?
How can you use them to praise God and serve

GodÕs purpose?

GodÐgiven gifts

What are YOUR gifts? Read 1 Corinthians 12: 4-11

MERCY Ð THE GIFT OF GOING BEYOND FAIRNESS,

TO SEE THE LIGHT AHEAD AND TO FOCUS OUR EYES ON IT

We have ALL been given gifts by the one Spirit to use to praise God and serve others.

To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. Ð 1 Cor. 12:7

THE BEST IN OTHERS

THEY HAVE PHYSICAL, MENTAL, EMOTIONAL OR
SPIRITUAL AILMENTS

CHRISTMAS IS A TIME WHERE WE PREPARE TO GIVE AND RECEIVE GIFTS. IN THIS ISSUE OF

FUEL WEÕLL BE EXPLORING HOW AND WHY WE DO THAT. AS CHRISTMAS GETS CLOSER,

THE MEDIA WILL WIND UP THE MACHINE EXHORTING US TO BUY BUY BUY. WE KNOW THAT WE SHOULDNÕT

GET SUCKED INTO IT, BUT EVERY YEAR, IN BIG AND SMALL WAYS, WE DO. WE HOPE THIS ISSUE OF FUEL

WILL INSPIRE AND CHALLENGE YOU TO OPEN YOUR THINKING AS TO HOW WE MIGHT

GIVE THIS CHRISTMAS IN A NEW WAY. LOOKING AT THE TWO ASPECTS OF THE ÔGIFTÕ

DEFINITION ABOVE, WE WILL EXPLORE WAYS TO ENCOURAGE AND ENABLE YOUR YOUNG PEOPLE TO

IDENTIFY AND GROW THEIR GOD-GIVEN GIFTS, AS WELL AS LOOK AT HOW WE CAN GET OUR YOUNG

PEOPLE GIVING IN A MORE LIFE-GIVING WAY THIS CHRISTMAS.

AND TO GODÕS CREATION

HAVE WHAT THEY NEED TO SERVE GOD

OF STANDING UP FOR JUSTICE AND KINDNESS



ALLISTER LANE
A you th  leader  in
Wellington for, oh, ages,
Alli is now learning lots of
b ig  words s tudy ing
theology at Otago. He is a
PYM legend. Among other
things, he was one of the
team who pioneered the
first Connect in 2002.

ALLISTER LANE reflects on what Paul has to say about
Gifts in the New Testament.

ÔNow there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; and there are varieties of services, but the
same Lord; and there are varieties of activities, abut it is the same God who activates all of them
in everyone. To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common goodÉÕ

- 1 Corinthians 12: 4

ÔSurvivorÕ TV shows have ventured beyond just islands to houses, apprentices and even cooking. The
various goals involve competing against others to defeat them in order to remain as the sole ÔsurvivorÕ.
Throw in maximum conflict for the viewers, because broadcasting bitchiness is a ratings winner!

WeÕve heard it said that being a follower of Christ is counter-cultural and the comparison between the
church and survivor shows should jump out to us as a sharp contrast. The church is called into being
by Christ, and if I had to pick one word to define it, it would be communion Ð both with God and each
other.

Paul asks the community of believers in Corinth about why they go for one gift all the time and forget
the others. Is he worried they donÕt fully utilise the full range of gifts? Is he looking for all members of
the church to be appreciated fully alongside the others? Paul introduces a metaphor that has never been
trumped. He talks about the church being a body and each member making up a unique part of it. HeÕs
looking for unity not uniformity. ItÕs okay to be different from others; we should expect that because
God has given us different gifts. But the fundamental paradigm is recognition of the Holy Spirit as the
giver of all the gifts to those in the church.
Ê
Paul reminds his friends that the gifts they have received are not to be selfishly pursued but used for
the benefit of all. The church is the place to work out what our gifts are and to employ them. We may
find a talent or passion in a certain pursuit and this may translate into an academic or professional career.
It is worth asking ourselves why God has given the gifts he has. Is it to give us an edge on potential
rivals as we seek personal success, or is it part of enabling us to serve others together, following the
example Christ showed us?
Ê
May God give us the courage to reciprocate the trust he has given to us.

1. Something given; a present
2. A special aptitude, ability, or power; talent.
                                   - COLLINS CONCISE ENGLISH DICTIONARY



Taken from session 5 of ÔCreating a Pathway to Believe and BelongÕ, a resource
made up of 6 sessions preparing young people for baptism, confirmation and
other forms of Christ-commitment available for $5 from the PYM Office.

AIM...
+ To help the participants identify their God-given gifts and encourage 

them to think about how they might share them.

GETTING STARTEDÉ
Give everyone a piece of paper and a pen and the following instructions:
+ Write a letter to yourself describing your gifts. DonÕt list them, write as 

though you are describing yourself to someone who doesnÕt know you.
E.g. ÔGeorge has a real gift for listening to others... Ô etc.

+ You only have two minutes, so write what immediately and instinctively
comes to mind.

+ After 2 minutes give the following instructions:
Make a list of 5 gifts from your letter.
Give out 5 plain cards to each person (business card size).
Get them to write a gift on each of the five card.

Tell the participants to keep these cards for the rest of the evening.

CHECK OUT THE SCRIPTURESÉ
Read 1 Corinthians 12:4-31
Questions for discussion:
+ What does this passage say about how people can work and grow 

together?
+ How does your church use different peopleÕs gifts?

DIGGING DEEPER...
Shape game
Beforehand, cut 6 identical squares out of card.  Cut these squares into 3 or
4 pieces, so you will have a collection of triangles, squares and rectangles.
These shapes can be photocopied from ÔBelieve and BelongÕ.
Object of the game: for groups to make squares using all of the shapes put

before them.
The catch: No one is allowed to talk, they can share your shapes with each
other, but not by taking, only by giving them away.

At two random moments during this game, tell the participants that they have
to give up one of their cards with gifts written on them, so that by the end of
the game they only have 3 gifts remaining.

Concluding punch-line
(feel free to fill out these points and/or put them in your own words)
+ When you hit 50 and you look back and survey what youÕve spent your

young years doing, you want to look back and see that your life is 
worthwhile.

Ask the participants to give up another one of their gifts so they have 2 left.
+ For GodÕs sake, be good at something. You all have God given gifts. If 

youÕre not sure about what they are, look at your two remaining cards 
Ð that might be a good starting point.

+ Once youÕve worked out what youÕre good at, once youÕve identified 
your gifts, look after them, work at them, let them grow.

+ Then, you have a choice Ð to keep your gifts for yourself and your own
interests and ambit ionsÉ or you can give them away.

+ God needs you to give them away...

WRAP-UPÉ
+ Look at the gifts on your remaining cards and share them with your 

neighbour.
+ What hopes and fears do you have about growing these gifts?
+ When, how and where could you give these gifts away?

PRAYÉ
Finish with prayer that asks God to help us discover, nurture and
make good choices about what we do with our gifts.

Helping young people identify gifts
While sometimes it might seem like as youth leaders weÕre expected to be all things to all people, on days when we have a little perspective, we
realise that we have been given some gifts and not others. Together we are the body of Christ, and if we know what unique gifts we have to offer,
that will give us the wisdom to give others space and encouragement to share their particular gifts, and the whole body will be the better for it.

ItÕs worth taking some time to think about what you are gifted at, and helping the young people you work with to journey through this process
as well.

A Ôdiscover your giftsÕ session to use with young people



Youth
Group
ideas

Idea #1
At the start of 2006 get
each young person to
choose one gift theyÕd
like to share.  Throughout
the year you can work
together to find or create
opportunities to do this,
and encourage and
challenge one another.

Idea #2
Get your young people
to work together on a
project for other people
in your community,
which will involve people
with many different gifts.
This might be a kids
holiday programme,
music or sports event,
service project, anything
you can dream up!

Idea #3
Partner up young people
with older mentors who
share a certain gift and
can encourage them in it
and share how they have
been able to use their
gifts.

RESOURCES

Network
This course was developed by Willow Creek (available in the PYM Library), and explains the various spiritual
gifts and how you can identify and use them.  It includes a survey of close friends and family, and an
individual ÔconsultationÕ at the end where you meet with a church leader to discuss what youÕve learned
about your gifts and how you can use them in your context.

Myers Briggs, Enneagram
There are many courses available to help discover your personality and individual characteristics.  While
they arenÕt about gifts, learning more about yourself and others is important in the process of learning how
we can best serve God.

More ideas for identifying gifts in young
people
1. Brainstorm Ð ask each young people to write down 3-5 things they are good at

Read Ð some of the key passages in the bible that outline gifts of the spirit, and other books that explore
this topic (check out the PYM library)
Explain Ð make sure people know what the gifts actually involve.
Discuss Ð share with each other what you have learned.  Also encourage talking about these gifts with
close friends and family who can offer a different perspective.
Celebrate Ð build up esteem and confidence by delighting with a young person when they think they
have uncovered their spiritual gifts.
Encourage Ð work with the young person to find ways to put their gift into practice.

2. Encourage young people in your group to identify gifts in others.  Sit in a circle and get each person 
to write his or her name on a piece of paper.  Pass the papers around the circle, getting each person 
to write one or two gifts that they see in the person named.

3. Give each person a short survey to give to 3 family members and close friends, asking what gifts they 
have observed in that person.

Jo ryan & Fi
mainland
The ideas on this page
were put together by Fi
Mainland (soon to be Fi
Barnett) youth leader
superstar from Plimmerton
Presbyterian, and Jo Ryan,
who provides large
amounts of wisdom and
inspiration for PYM.



WeÕve all got gifts and talents, but theyÕre no use to anyone if
we donÕt grow and share them.  WeÕve been given our gifts so
that we can use them to worship God and serve others Ð so
how do we get started, and how can we encourage young people
to do the same?

Start small
+   Sometimes you just donÕt know where or how to start!  Focussing on one thing at a time will make 

the challenge manageable.  Start by picking just one gift that youÕd like to Ògive awayÓ, and find just
one way to you can do that. So if your gift is sports, you might choose to coach one school sports 
team, building relationships through sport.

Safe places to share
+ Jumping in the deep end is always daunting!  If you think you have a gift for preaching, you donÕt 

have to go on the international circuit straight away.  Instead, start by doing a devotion at youth group,
then speaking in a youth service, then at your church service, then at a regional Easter Camp, etcÉ

+ Intentionally create safe spaces for young people in your church and community to try out using their
gifts so they can make mistakes and try again with encouragement and support from friendly mentors.

Do it together
+ Journeying with others as you share your gifts is always a fun way to get started.  Working on a group

project is a great way for people with different gifts to work together to create something awesome.
Ask questions

Remember to ask yourself regularly:  ÔAm I using my gifts to serve God and others?  Or am I using 
them for myself?Õ

Learn, learn, learn!
+ Make sure you keep developing and growing the gifts you have.  Often using and sharing them is 

the best way to do this, but sometimes itÕs also helpful to read relevant books, attend workshops or 
talk with someone you admire in that area.

Get stuck in!
+ When it comes down to it, sometimes Òthe best advice is to get stuck in!Ó (thanks Ricky D, minister 

at student.soul) Heck, weÕll only be around here for one lifetime, so why not give as much as we 
can! Get started, and youÕll find that itÕs not as hard as you first thought.




