
Pentecost in Acts 2 is recognised and recalled as the coming of the Holy Spirit. The believers gathered in
anticipation and in prayer. The Spirit came amongst them; 
“They saw what seemed to be tongues of fire that separated and came to rest on each of them”. Acts 2:3.

There are many who see this day as the beginning of the Church. It was an extraordinary day.  

The day of Pentecost, a Jewish festival celebrating the wheat harvest, is known as the “Ingathering” or
the “Harvest Festival”. It has been traditionally also called “The Feast of Weeks”. Today, it is celebrated as
the day of the coming of the Holy Spirit.

Who is the Holy Spirit? For the majority of Christians, the Holy Spirit is the third person of the Triune God,
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. The Spirit was there at the beginning of Creation. “And the Spirit of God
hovered over the waters.” Genesis 1:2. 

The Spirit is recorded through Scripture as ever present. Jesus spoke clearly of the Holy Spirit,
“Counsellor, teacher, comforter, provider, helper, spirit of truth...”. The Spirit will fulfil what Jesus taught.

The Holy Spirit is present in the world, and is present in you and me. In the resurrection narrative, as
Jesus came amongst the disciples, he breathed on them and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit”. John 20:22.
In baptism, we are baptised in, “The name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit”. Matthew
28:19.

The Spirit of God is present to complete the work the Lord Jesus started, in each and every one of us.
Jesus said, “The Counsellor will be with you forever”. John 14:16.

My beloved brothers and sisters in Christ, Pentecost is about the Holy Spirit. It is about Jesus’ teachings.
We are Christians because we have accepted Jesus as our Lord and Saviour. We are baptised into the
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. But what is crucial, every day, is to be in love with Jesus. And you and I will
hence obey his commandments, and the Spirit of truth will be in you and I, all the days of our lives. 

Jesus said, “Abide in me as I abide in you”.  John 15:4.

Blessed Pentecost for you and for your loved ones
Fakaofo
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Moderator Presbyterian Church of Aotearoa New Zealand
moderator@presbyterian.org.nz 

PENTECOST
MESSAGE

JESUS TAUGHT: “IF YOU LOVE ME, YOU WILL OBEY WHAT I COMMAND. AND I WILL ASK THE
FATHER, AND HE WILL GIVE YOU ANOTHER COUNSELLOR TO BE WITH YOU FOREVER - THE
SPIRIT OF TRUTH”. JOHN 14: 15-16
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