
From our Convenor:- 
 

“My cup runneth over” (Psalm 23) “I have more than enough for my needs”. 
  

 As I reflect on God’s words I am in awe and humbled how God’s love and bless-
ings upon  
 you,  me and all of us never runs out. Thank you God. Amen. 
  

The blessings of Abraham belong to you (Galatians 3:8). Everywhere your feet tread 
upon belongs to you. Wherever the Lord leads you, you will prosper.  You prosper in wis-
dom and in knowledge. You prosper in health and in strength. You prosper in your fi-
nances, so you can be a blessing to The Kingdom. Your children prosper and their chil-
dren.  Are we praying, seeking God, and doing what He says to do? If you are and you 
feel you haven’t received enough, do more. He wants more of you. He wants more of 
your time. He wants more of your heart. The Lord wants you to become more like Him. 
Use Him as an example. He has already done it all for you. 
(http://www.wikihow.com/Be-Blessed-(Christianity)) 
  

Treasurer needed:    We are currently (from Jul 2014) seeking a new Treasurer. Ngaire 

Pearce will be stepping down at the end of the financial year 30 June 2014. If you would 
like to be considered for the position, please include “Treasurer” in the email subject line 
to the National Secretary, Rev Shona Bettany revsbettany@xtra.co..nz or phone (06)367 
2067. 
 
Also, at our business meeting later in the year, we will need to replace our Pacific Island 
representative, Ola, and our communications convenor, Faatali, who will have completed 
their four year terms. 
  

Praying   Let us keep in prayer :- 
1. Presbyterian Women Aotearoa New Zealand women and our mission work  
2. Carol Grant our United Nations Convenor attending the fifty-eighth session of the 

Commission on the Status of Women at United Nations Headquarters in New York 
from 10- 21 March 2014. The priority theme for the event “Challenges and achieve-
ments in the implementation of the Millennium Development Goals for women and 
girls”. 

  

You will find more notices regarding our contributions to special projects and Global Mis-
sion over the years at http://presbyterian.org.nz/publications/bush-telegraph/2014/bush-

telegraph-february-2014 
  

If you have confirmed dates for your golden jubilee celebrations please let us know.  I am 
always happy to hear from you lafulafu@xtra.co.nz 
  

Yours in Christ’s Service    

  Lafulafu Vanila Ekenasio  
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March/April 2014 
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Aotearoa,NZ 
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The Hibiscus Coast Parish 
has taken up the challenge of 
the Vanuatu PWMU which 
was presented at the Christ-
church Gathering i n 2012.   At 
this stage, help is being given 
in the area of computers.   
Sewing machines will come 
next.   The new building Anne 
and Cyrilene are keen to see 
is some way off.  

I have got myself into gear with publishing and now have several eBooks out 
there 'live' ready for downloading. Philip Garside (from Epworth Books) is my 
publisher/editor. I am really pleased with my latest work Theme Scheme - I 

feel sure it would interest your readers. It is based on a booklet I wrote for 
MWF called The Meeting Manual that had ideas for running fellowship meet-
ings throughout the year. However, I have greatly expanded it making this 
publication suitable for secular as well as religious groups. My family and 
forebears were into organising games and social events, and I decided the 
old entertaining ways should be recorded before they are forgotten and lost 
to the cyberspace generation. Theme Scheme is 100+ pages of activities 

themed by the month based around the NZ calendar of 'special days' - it con-
tains discussion ideas, simple craft, themed quizzes and a games section 
with a range of games for all ages and abilities. At the back is a special sec-
tion for church groups with ideas for theming meetings to the Church Year.  It 
is geared towards building community within a caring group. 

 

Theme Scheme offers you a wealth of creative ideas, activities, games, puzzles, plays and quizzes to 

help plan, organise and lead your group’s programmes. All are fun and practical, requiring minimal 

equipment, resources and time to prepare.  

 

The first section covers a whole year, month-by-month, to help you celebrate New Zealand and interna-
tional anniversaries, national days, organisations and causes.  
 
Games are a wonderful way for folk to mix and get to know one another. There are easy instructions for 
indoor and outdoor games suitable for active, young people, through to less mobile, older people. Great 

for convenors, leaders, teachers and diversional therapists. 

Available from: Philip Garside Publishing, Smashwords and Amazon.  

Wynne Haysmith from Orewa working with PWMU ladies 

Our convenor, Lafulafu Ekenasio, at  a Na-
tional council of women executive meeting 
with Barbara Arnold, National President, Vio-
let Ekenasio and Christine Knock – ICW. 



 

 Special 
 Project 

 2013-2014  
 

‘A Brighter  

Future  

at Home  

& Abroad’  

 
From our Missions Convenor 

 

Greetings to all.  
This year we have had several Branches who did not receive their Project  Packs.  I apolo-
gise for that.  The packs were sent out, and we don’t know why some didn’t reach their destina-
tions.  Hopefully this year will be better!  If your group has not received information regarding the 
2013-2014 Special Project for Womens Refuge & Sri Lanka, please contact Shona Bettany 
(National Secretary).   
Have you seen the DVD that was sent to Presbyterials from the Brain Wave Trust.? 
Women’s Refuge has been doing a splendid job reaching out to Families in crises and 
need finance to train Adocates to go into these homes.  
Your help will make this possible. 
Please give generously.           
Blessings.        

Joan Roberts    

Introducing Carol Grant - United Nations Convener 
 

I retired recently from parish ministry and am now living in Dunedin. I am married 
to Neil and we have two adult children.  Our daughter and her husband live in 
Wellington, and our son and his fiancé live in Central Otago where they will be 
married in November this year. 
 
I enjoy networking ecumenically in ministry, mainly now as a transition minister, 
spiritual director, professional supervisor and mentor. This allows me to use skills 
and experience gained as a former secondary school art teacher, paramedic, 
industrial, hospital, and police chaplain.  Spiritual direction has deepened my 
faith, enriched my life and ministry, and continues to provide many opportunities 
for creative engagement with contemporary issues. I am currently an executive member of the national 
Association of Christian Spiritual Directors. 
 
Serving the wider church for various regional groups - in Central Otago and Canterbury, and nationally 
over the years on the Communications Committee, Council of Assembly, Leadership Sub Committee and 
the Book of Order Advisory Committee, has been a privilege I have facilitated seminars and retreats, and 
created worship opportunities and devotional times at regional events, national conferences and church 
assemblies. I was regional chaplain for Christchurch Presbyterial and I am a long time member of the Or-
der of St Luke the Physician. Highlights of my study leave have been post graduate study at Otago Uni-
versity, a pilgrimage to Italy and the Holy Land and overseas study in the UK. I also enjoyed consulting 
with women in the UK, and the Middle East on issues affecting women, and with women in Jamaica whilst 
on a CWM programme. The women from Kiribati who have settled in the lower North Island also greatly 
enriched my ministry and understanding of life in the Pacific.  
 
Since retiring from parish ministry I have appreciated having more time to relax, to renew friendships, in-
dulging my passion for calligraphy and advocating for women and young people at risk. Swimming, read-
ing good literature and poetry, exploring the countryside and enjoying the cultural aspects as well as uni-
versity life of Dunedin keeps life interesting. I am a Rotarian and serve the community as a ministerial and 
judicial Justice of the Peace for New Zealand. I look forward to being a member of the PW team, and at-
tending the 58th Session Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) Commission on the Status of Women 
in March at the UN in New York.  I appreciate your prayers as I leave for this event.  I hope to form a small 
representative group to ensure that the resources from the United Nations are available to all Presbyterian 
Women.  



Millennium Development Goals  
 

focus of next Commission on the Status of Women  
  
The Commission on the Status of Women (CSW) is the principal global policy-making body dedicated ex-
clusively to gender equality and advancement of women. Every year representatives gather at the UN 
Headquarters in New York to evaluate progress on gender equality, identify challenges, set global stan-
dards and formulate concrete policies to promote gender equality and women’s empowerment worldwide. 
The 58th session of CSW theme will be challenges and achievements in the implementation of the Millen-
nium Development Goals for women and girls. A highlight of the event is the large number of side events 
presented by governments and NGOs. For more information about the sessions and notes please visit the 
following website: www.unwomen.org/en/csw/csw58-2014   
 

 

 
  
The Commission on the Status of Women (CSW) is the principal global policy-making body dedicated 

exclusively to gender equality and advancement of women. Every year representatives gather at the UN 
Headquarters in New York to evaluate progress on gender equality, identify challenges, set global stan-
dards and formulate concrete policies to promote gender equality and women’s empowerment worldwide. 
The 58th session of CSW theme will be challenges and achievements in the implementation of the Millen-
nium Development Goals for women and girls. A highlight of the event is the large number of side events 
presented by governments and NGOs. For more information about the sessions and notes please visit the 
following website: www.unwomen.org/en/csw/csw58-2014   

 
United Nations Secretary-General BAN Ki-moon 

http://www.unwomen.org/en/csw/csw58-2014
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Study Grant 

  

We are pleased to offer a grant  
to women in our church  seeking Christian training  

in 2014 to help course costs.  
  

DO YOU KNOW WOMEN SEEKING TRAINING?  
  

Application forms are obtainable from   

National Secretary,     
Rev. Shona Bettany  

06 367 2067  
email :- revsbettany@xtra.co.nz    

   

 
Golden Jubilee Booklet 

 

In 2006, Natalie Watkin and Mary North prepared a Cen-
tennial Issue of the Harvest Field to mark 100 years of 
publication. This publication was a wonderful record of 
mission and APW news. 
Over all these years, the Harvest Field also provided de-
votions, prayers, bible studies and programmes for our 
women. This was often the only source of spiritual learn-
ing for our busy members. We are considering preparing 
a booklet which would contain a collect of these. 
Do you have a favourite piece from an old Harvest Field? 
Please send in any contribution to:- 
Lois Robertson,  
2 Pattie St,  Petone   5012   
or Rae Simpson  
!2 Kotanui Ave, Whangaparoa, 0930   

 
Ashburton Golden Jubilee Celebration 

 
The Presbytery of Ashburton have or-
ganised to celebrate the Golden Jubliee 
of APW on Thursday 1st May 2014 at St 
Andrew's Presbyterian Church crn Park 
and Havelock Sts Ashburton.  We will 
begin with devotions at 1.30pm.  Our 
Guest Speaker is the Honourable Jo 
Goodhew - Minister for the Community 
and Voluntary Sector, Minister for Senior 
Citizens and Minister of Women's Af-
fairs.  Following Jo we will have the 
speeches, cutting the anniversary cake 
and afternoon tea.  Any ladies are wel-
come to join us for this great celebration. 

Rev Catherine Hollister Jones QSM 
 

It is with sadness that we record the death of Rev. Catherine 
Hollister Jones on 23rd February, aged 94   She went to India 
in 1953, to live and work in the Punjab.    /the school which she 
opened with 6 children, grew to 800, in 10 years.   A visit to 
Mother Theresa, she said, taught her what unconditional loving 
really was.   She was always very accepting of people and 
wanted to know their stories. 
She returned to New Zealand in 1988 and received the QSM in 
1991 
She was a lady of prayer and will be remembered for the way 
she urged us to pray for our nation.  She produced bookmarks 
with the words of our National /Anthem and a piece of paua 
shell to reminder to pray for New Zealand. 
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National Convenor  
Lafulafu Vanila Ekenasio  
93 Yule St. 
Lyall Bay,  
Wellington, 6022 
04 387 8265 Mobile 021 075 4815  
lafulafu@xtra.co.nz 
 
Deputy Convenor  
Le'autuli'ilagi Sauvao  
33 Beaumaris Cres 
 Ascot Park, Porirua. 5024 
04 235 9091 
leautuli.sauvao@whitireia.ac.nz 
 
Secretary  
Presbyterian Women ANZ  
Rev Shona Bettany.   
39 Liverpool  Street,   
Levin 5510    
06 367 2067    
027 4608 795    
P.O.Box 239     Levin 5540 
revsbettany@xtra.co.nz 
 
Treasurer  
Ngaire Pearce  
102 Mountain View Road  
Gleniti  
Timaru 7910  
03 686 1834  
jim_ngaire@clear.net.nz 
 

Pacific Island Representative  
Faaolataga (Ola) Leasi  
12 Driver Crescent  
Cannons Creek  
PORIRUA  
Wellington  
Manse: 04 237 6469  
perfaaleasi@gmail.com 
 
Communications Convenor  
Faatali Leiua  
146 Sievers Grove  
Porirua  
Wellington  
04 890.0741  
tali.leiua1@gmail.com 
 
Missions Convenor  
Joan Roberts,  
27a Tukapa Street   
Westown.  
New Plymouth 4310.    
067574520.  
syjorob@xtra.co.nz  
 
 

Resources Convenor  
Bev Quigley  
Birch Street,  
Timaru 7910  
03 686.1207  
Contact c/-  
jim_ngaire@clear.net.nz 

United Nations Convenor 
The Rev Carol L Grant 
40 Littlebourne Road 
Roslyn 
Dunedin 9010 
Phone 03 453 5552 
mobile 027 296 2011 
nandcg@clear.net.nz  
 
Gleanings Editor.  
Rae Simpson,    
 12 Kotanui Ave.   
Army Bay    
Whangaparoa 0930   
09 424 4274    
lestrsimpson@xtra.co.nz 

Material for the  
May/June 2014  

issue of Gleanings  

should be in the hands of  
Rae Simpson  

lestrsimpson@xtra.co.nz  
no later than  

Monday 15th April please  
Hard copy to  

12 Kotanui Ave  
Whangaparaoa 0930  
By Monday 8th April 

APW Website  
www.presbyterian.org.nz  

Click on ‘National Ministries’  
- Assoc. Presbyterian Women  

Gleanings newsletter  

Plan to attend  the 7th Bridgebuilders 
International Consultation: 
4-7 April 2014 in Auckland. 
Contact the Bridgebuilders International Secretary 
Rose Tauetule:- 
PO Box 99-464, Newmarket,  
Auckland 1149. 
bridgebuilderstrust@xtra.org.nz  

NATIONAL CONTACTS 

Mission Birthday Gift and Stamp Allocations 
Money raised by the sale of used stamps, and our faithful contribu-
tors to the Mission Birthday Gift scheme for the 2012/13 year has 
been allocated as follows:- 
$10000 to Global Mission without tabs. 
$2000 Myanmar Rice bowl appeal 
$2000 Nursing school in Jagadhri 
$5000 to Global Mission to be used to establish pastoral support for 
the seasonal workers and their families from Vanuatu who come to 
NZ for work, then find themselves in difficulty.  

EASTER PROGRAMME 

We have no new Easter programme this year. 
If you do not have  one on hand, I could let you  have a copy of the 2002 
programme:- 

THE SIGNIFICANCE OF JESUS  

for CONTEMPORARY PEOPLE 

It is available by email, or I could post it in return for 3 70c stamps.   

 

Rae Simpson 
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