
Greetings from PCK 

Kia Ora 

My name is Sunghee Lee. As the moderator of the Presbyterian Church of Korea, I bring 

greetings to you from Korea. The Grace of our God the Holy Trinity be with you. 

Thank you for inviting me to the general assembly of the Presbyterian Church of Aotearoa 

New Zealand. It is an honour to be here. 

Yes, there is that vast ocean called the Pacific in-between our churches, yet, we are very close 

thanks to the Koreans living in the land of long white clouds. From as early as 1982, there has 

been a mutual partnership between our churches. Today, we feel more connected as our 

comings and goings of moderators, ministers, theologians, ministry interns have become 

frequent. Our relationship is growing and transforming us. Barriers for mutual partnership are 

coming down one by one. In two-thousand-and-twelve, the then moderator of PCK, the Very 

Reverend Son, signed an agreement to mutual recognition and exchange of ministers. We 

noted the differences in the way our churches train ministers. As the result, our constitution 

was amended to reflect our agreement. 

Our relationship is strengthening. Right now, some of our PCK mission workers are here in 

New Zealand. They have been specially hand-picked and trained. Among them, some are 

ministers of Korean churches in partnership with the General Assembly office of PCANZ. 

Also there is the Asian Ministry Coordinator who is serving you in partnership with The 

Council of World Mission. I am aware that the General Assembly office of PCANZ and the 

presbyteries are actively assisting them in their mission work and ministry to Koreans and 

Asians living in New Zealand. I trust that we will see the fruit of the Gospel multiply as we 

continue to work together. 

When the war broke out in Korean Peninsula, New Zealand was the first nation to respond to 

send troops to assist. At the time your population was about 2 million, yet six-thousand of you 

came to the aid and set foot on Korean soil. No wonder you remain in our national memory as 

the blood brother among blood brothers. It has already been sixty three years since ceasefire, 

but Korean Peninsula remains divided. Please persist in praying for a peaceful reunification of 

Korea. 

Next year is the five hundredth anniversary of Luther's Reformation. As a church that seeks to 

live out faith standing in the Word, we will mark this occasion with the theme "Again, Church 

Sanctified!" This theme represents our hope and our deeply felt confession that the church 

will be restored to its essence to return due glory to God. I pray that the Presbyterian Church 

of Aotearoa New Zealand and the Presbyterian Church of Korea will continue to enrich on 

another and grow in our relationship as we work together for the glory of God. Thank you and 

God bless you. 

Moderator of PCK 

Rev.Dr. Sunghee Lee 

 


