Dear Presbyterians in New Zealand,

 

We are very sorry about the earthquake there.

 

My wife and co-pastor Carolyn Winfrey Gillette is a hymn writer.

 

Below and attached are two hymns that she wrote that have been helpful for churches in responding to past disasters through prayer, special offerings and support of relief workers.

 

You may remember that she wrote a hymn in response to the earthquake in Haiti that was featured in a World Alliance of Reformed Churches newsletter.

 

Please share them with churches in New Zealand that might find them helpful.

 

Any church that wants to use them has permission to do so.

 

Both hymns are from Songs of Grace:  New Hymns for God and Neighbor by Carolyn Winfrey Gillette (Nashville, USA:  Upper Room Books, 2009) and are on the web site of Church World Service, the relief agency of the National Council of Churches of Christ in the USA.

 

You, the Church there and the people of New Zealand continue to be very much in our prayers.

 

Blessings on you and your ministry.

 

Grace and Peace,

Bruce

 

Bruce & Carolyn Gillette, Pastors
Limestone Presbyterian Church, 3201 Limestone Road, Wilmington, Delaware 19808-2198
Office Phone: (302) 994-5646   Church website:  www.limestonepresbyterian.org  
Home Phone: (302)-994-0220   Email: bcgillette@comcast.net  
Web site for Carolyn’s hymns:  www.carolynshymns.com/
 

 

God, We've Known Such Grief and Anger
IN BABILONE  8.7.8.7 D ("There's a Wideness in God's Mercy")

God, we've known such grief and anger
As we've heard your people cry.
We have asked you, "How much longer?"
We have sadly wondered, "Why?"
In this world of so much suffering,
May we hear your word anew:
"I will never leave you orphaned;
I will not abandon you."

By your grace comes resurrection;
By your love, you cast out fear.
You give strength and sure direction
As we seek to serve you here.
You give comfort to the grieving,
And you bless the ones who mourn.
May we trust in you, believing
Out of chaos, hope is born.

Hope is ours for, God, you love us!
You have claimed us by your grace.
And through Jesus, you have called us
To bring hope to every place.
In each rescue worker's caring,
In each faithful volunteer,
In each Christian's love and sharing,
God, we glimpse your kingdom here.


 

Tune:  Dutch melody, arr. by Julius Rontgen (1855-1933)
Text: Copyright © 2002 by Carolyn Winfrey Gillette. All rights reserved.  
Email:  bcgillette@comcast.net   Web site:  www.carolynshymns.com
 

 

 

              “Whatever You Do”
  ST. DENIO 11.11.11.11 (“Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise”)
 

“Whatever you do to the least ones of these,
I tell you in truth that you do unto me!”
Lord Jesus, you taught us!  May we learn anew
That when we serve others, we also serve you.
 

When we reach to others in quake-stricken lands
And offer our hearts there, and offer our hands—
We notice, Lord Jesus, the gift of your grace:
We see, in the crowds of the suffering, your face.
 

“Lord, when did we see you?”  Your teaching is clear
 That when we serve others, we’re serving you here.
And when your church heeds you and helps those in pain,
Then out of the chaos, hope rises again.
 

 

Matthew 25:31-46
Music: Welsh Folk Hymn, Adapted in Caniadau y Cyssegr, 1839  
Text: Copyright © 2008 Carolyn Winfrey Gillette, rev. 2011.All rights reserved.   
Email:  bcgillette@comcast.net   Web site:  www.carolynshymns.com
 

 

 

Both hymns are from Songs of Grace:  New Hymns for God and Neighbor by Carolyn Winfrey Gillette (Nashville, USA:  Upper Room Books, 2009).  Permission is given to use these hymns in local churches to support the relief efforts in New Zealand. These hymns are on the web site of Church World Service, the relief agency of the National Council of Churches of Christ in the USA.
