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Dear Marriage Celebrant,
Yours is the task of turning tentative ideas and fumbling suggestions into celebrative events.  We trust that as you prepare a couple for marriage, you will have in mind your role as “celebrant” and that you will offer to each couple.


the skills,



the sensitivity,




and the imagination,

that will make their marriage service personal and special.

The Kit is designed to help both you and the couple approach the task a little more creatively.  Many ministers give the couple a Kit for them to select what they like, make alterations, and then discuss it with them.  The Kit does not include all the options.  It is not in itself “the answer”.  One thing may work for one couple; for another it won’t.  Along with the Kit comes the encouragement to experiment.  If the readings are too limited, find some more.  If prayers are inappropriate, try silence, or invite the congregation to express their hopes (and prayers) for the couple.

You, and the couple, can only be limited by your own imagination (and, of course, the legal requirements set by the Justice Department – these are included in “Getting Married – Information on Procedures and Marriage Ceremonies under The Marriage Act 1955”).

So go to it. 
Do it well. 
Enjoy it.

The material in this resource should be used as a starter to encourage you to adapt it for your own use.  It covers the ideas of the author, not the Presbyterian Church of Aotearoa New Zealand.  

Resource produced by:


Courses and Resources,


Presbyterian Church of Aotearoa New Zealand,


P.O. Box 9049,


Wellington.


E-mail: info@presbyterian.org.nz
INTERVIEWS:

The Minister will require at least two interviews with you in order to discuss the meaning and significance of marriage.  During the interviews all the necessary arrangements for the service, will also be made.  Since sufficient time is needed for this preparation, couples are normally asked to contact the Minister at least three months prior to the wedding.  In the case of special circumstances such as pregnancy or divorce, it is important that you be perfectly honest with the Minister.

It is also recommended that you both attend a Marriage Guidance Council course such as “Making it together” or “Becoming Partners”.  These courses are designed for couples preparing for marriage or recently married.  They explore expectations, attitudes and feelings.  They are an opportunity to discuss relationships, to learn to talk and listen to one another, to handle conflict, to love one another and to look at mutual responsibilities.  Councils also often run special courses for couples entering a step relationship and bringing two families together.  Other marriage/relationship courses of preparation which would be very valuable in enriching the relationship are run by such organization as W.E.A. PSS, and Counseling Centers.

LEGAL REQUIREMENTS:

No Minister can marry persons who are not in possession of a valid Marriage License.  The license is obtained for a fee from the Registrar of Births, Deaths and Marriages, usually located at the Court House.  After the relevant application forms have been completed and lodged with the Registrar, the license itself is normally available after three whole working days.  A consent form must be signed by parents of any party under 20 years of age.  The license is valid for three months and the marriage must be at the place specified, between the hours of 6am and 10 pm with open doors.

The license should be handed to the Minister at least a week before the wedding.

As marriage is a legal contract as well as a religious ceremony, the Minister cannot perform the ceremony if either party is under the influence of liquor or drugs.  During the service two people are required to sign the legal documents as witnesses.

FLOWER AND DECORATIONS:

If you wish, you may arrange the flowers in the Church.  However, the members of St______________ are prepared to do the floral arrangements for a donation (please pay ______).

Because there is the possibility of other weddings, or funerals, on the same day you should consult with _____________. It is customary to leave flowers in the Church for the Sunday services.
MUSIC:

The St.______________ organist usually plays for weddings and will glad to discuss hymns and any special music needs with you and the minister.

USHERS:

Two friends should be available 15 minutes before the start of the service to welcome guests and escort them to their seats, (preferably near the front).

PHOTOGRAPHERS, VIDEOS AND TAPE RECORDINGS:

These should be discussed with the Minister.

INFORMATION FOR WEDDINGS




Bride



Groom

Names in Full:_____________________
_______________________

Address:__________________________
_______________________

Phone 


_______________
_______________________

Age:


_______________

_______________________

Martial Status:

_______________
_______________________

Occupation:

_______________

_______________________

Church Affiliation:

_________________________________
_______________________

Address after marriage: ______________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________
Date of Wedding: __________________

Time:___________________

Celebrant:
______________________________________________________

Flowers - 
Church________________________________________________



Your own _____________________________________________

Music ___________________________________________________________

Hymns: __________________________________________________________

Marriage Classes: _________________________________________________

Choices from selections A – S

A _______

F _______

K________

 P_________
B _______

G _______

L ________

Q _________

C _______

H _______

M _______

R _________

D _______

I ________

N _______

S _________

E _______

J ________

O _______

THE MARRIAGE SERVICE

The Marriage Service is just the beginning of your married life, but a very important beginning.  You will look back on it to reaffirm your commitment and to find encouragement for new beginnings.  In the following pages alternatives are outlined.  The celebrant will discuss them or any other options you may have with you so you can feel on your wedding day that this is your service.

AN ORDER OF SERVICE FOR THE

CELEBRATION OF MARRIAGE

A
Processional Entry
B
Welcome

C
Hymn (optional)

D
An Introduction to the Marriage Service

E
Opening Prayers

F
Giving Away (optional)

G
Readings

H
Declaration of Intention

I
Vows

J
The exchange of Rings

K
Declaration of Marriage

L
The Blessing (optional)

M
Signing of the Register (may be included here or as 


the concluding act of the ceremony)

N
Readings (optional place, see section G above)

O
Words of encouragement and challenge

P
Closing Prayer (and the Lord’s Prayer)

Q
Hymn (optional), Candle ceremony (optional)

R
Benediction

S
Signing of the Register and recessional
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A
PROCESSIONAL ENTRY


(Music is appropriate to accompany the entry)

a
Procession of the Bride
The celebrant escorts the groom and his attendants to the front right of the church.  There they sit until the bride enters.

The celebrant returns to the door to greet the bridal party.  When they are ready the celebrant leads the procession into the church.

As the congregation stand, the men come forward and stand in their places at the step.

b
Procession of the Whole Wedding Party

The celebrant, the groom and the groom’s attendants wait for the bride and her attendants in the porch.

When the bride has arrived the wedding party assembles in this order: The celebrant and the groomsman groom and best man, bridesmaids, bride and escort.  (The order can be changed as appropriate).
When the processional music starts, the celebrant begins to walk down the aisle.  The rest of the wedding party follows with a gap of about three metres between them and the person in front.

c
Procession of the Bride and Groom together
The bride and groom may greet their guests at the door.  When they are ready, they, and any attendants, walk down the aisle together.

B
WELCOME


(To be as formal or information as suits the occasion.)


In an information setting:

1. Introduce yourself, and say what your role is on this occasion.

2. Say something about the setting and its significance.

3. Say something to the couple.

e.g.______________and____________we are glad to be here with you to celebrate new beginnings, to witness your marriage, and to express our hopes for your future.


OR

4. Friends and family of __________and __________ welcome. 
_________and _________, we have come as friends and family to be with you as you promise yourselves to each other in marriage.  We have come because we want to support you, and wish you every happiness in the future.  We are here because we are involved in your lives.  We are willing to help, if we are asked, and you may call on us in times of trouble.  This is the greatest gift we can give you: our time and ourselves are our wedding gift to you when you ask for them.

OR

5 The bride and groom may alternatively welcome the guests themselves.

If the setting is more formal, introduce yourself, and then make use of a more traditional call to worship.

THEN

6 a   Our help is in the name of the Lord, Maker of heaven and earth.

OR


b   The creator made them from the beginning male and female…...

                 for this reason a man shall leave his father and mother and be


      made one with his wife; and the two shall become one flesh.

OR


c   Many waters cannot quench love, neither can floods drown it.

                If one offered for love all the wealth that they owned, it would be


     utterly scorned.

OR


d   Friends, let us love one another for love comes from God.

  
     God is love, and whoever lives in love lives in God and God lives


     In them.  If we love one another God lives in us and our love is 


     made complete.

C
HYMNS:


(Live or taped music may be preferred.)


C1
Two Now in Union


(Tune; Morning has Broken)

Two now in Union,



Bound by affection


Like the first twosome,


Joined by this action,


Life-long communion,


Growth and creation


Like the first love.



Our common joy.


Praise for the sharing,


God, give us heeling,


Praise for the loving, 


Parents you blessing,


Praise for the pairing, 


Friends we’ll be needing,


Life new begun.



We now are one.


Yours is this hour,



Two now in union,


Yours is tomorrow,



Like the first two-some,


Your life in flower,



Life-long communion,


Tend it with care.



Like the first love.


Praise our Creator,



Praise for the sharing,


Praise to our Saviour


Praise for the loving,


Praise Spirit helper,



Praise for the pairing,


Who makes you one.


Life new begun.




United Church of Canada




Working Unit on Worship and Liturgy

C2
Amazing Grace

(Tune:   Amazing Grace, WOV 56

Amazing grace that seeks to bring


Two minds and hears in one;


With thanks to God now let us sing


And pray that blessings come.


With faith and trust does each one give


A pledge that never dies:


Through times both good and bad to live


And build yet stronger ties.


There’s greatness always to be found


In every marriage bond;


Where people to their vows stay bound


And to God’s grace respond.


May happiness and peace and calm


Be theirs as time goes on;


Protect them Lord from every harm


And may their love grow strong.



United Church of Canada



Working Unit on Worship and Liturgy




C3
Pray For Our Love

(Tune: Morning has Broken WOV 241)


Standing together facing the future,


Sure of each other, glad in our love.


Say hope is golden, say it is dream time,


Pray for our future, pray for our love.


Standing together, promising truly


We will be loyal, we understand.


Say love is joyous, say it’s enchantment;


Pray for our promise, pray for our love.


Life is for sharing, love is for giving,


Now and forever, near and away.


Standing together, each will be strengthened,


Pray for our marriage, pray for our love.





Iris McCoy





Gisborne





Used with permission


C4
Oh God, We Praise You



(Tune: O Perfect Love C.H. 327, WOV 26 (ii)


Oh God, we praise you for this day that brings us 


gladly together here, to re-affirm



the grace and glory of our human nature



which, through their loving,



those who love confirmed.



We thank you for this loving confirmation



in our lives, through family and friends;



confirmed again between a wife and husband,



two bodies in communion till life ends.



And now we come in glad anticipation,



Trusting each other and your love which drives



fear from our hearts and, constantly forgiving,



makes faith and hope the pattern of our lives.



Now, with the future opening before us,



your love will lead us to maturity;



and wives and husbands will, through their devotion, 



love in each other all humanity



C5
Gracious Lord We Ask Your Blessing



(Tune: Beethoven’s “Ode to Joy”  WOV 92)


Gracious Lord we ask your blessing,



On these two who stand today



As they make a new beginning,



In a fresh and loving way.



We, who love them bless and thank you 



For the memories we hold dear,



For your love which planned their union.



For your Grace which brought them here.



May they have the benediction



Of your prescience as they go,



Comforting, sustaining, giving



Quickened hearts that burn and glow;



And may gracious, deep devotion-



Fill their lives with fragrance rare



Telling needy hearts around them



Of a love which all can share.


May their hopes and dreams and longings



Be transformed their whole life through



Into memories they will treasure



Bound with love undimmed and true.



We would wish them all the gladness



That this life can hold in store



Faith and hope, and joyful service.



We would ask for them and more.



C6
O Lord our God


(Tune: How Great Thou Art  WOV 628)



O Lord our God, your love for us is greater



Than human mind, or head, or heart can tell,



It’s in that love, that we have found each other,



that we can share the joy we know so well.



Chorus:



Then sings my soul, my Saviour God to thee,



How great thou are, how great thou art,



Then sings my soul, my Saviour God to thee,



How great thou art, how great thou art.



Throughout our lives you love



and care have nurtured,



preparing us for all of life to come,



And now, O God, in trust we stand before you,



and offer prayer that you will make us one.



Chorus:


With all our friend we now rejoice together,



We take our vows and pledge our lasting love,



To share our joys and bear each other’s burdens,


To reassure by look, and touch, and word.



Chorus:



And so our God, with joyful expectation,



We sign our names and face our world to be,



Out in the world we’ll live and work together,



Our delight to fill each other’s need.










C7
O God of All New Visions



(Tune: Aurelia, 3rd ed 600, WOV 385)


O God of all new visions, 



of hope and tenderness,



The source and inspiration



Of love and friendliness,



Enable these two people,



Each other to affirm



And find within their marriage



The love for which they yearn



Lord Jesus, with great gladness



You lived life to the full;



You shared our joys and sorrows,



Gave self-esteem to all.



May all our celebrations



Reflect your life on earth



And lead us to discover



Each person’s inner worth.



O Spirit of true union



Who makes two hearts as one



Without destroying freedom,



Creativeness or fun;



Increase our sense of wonder



That we may keep alive



The sharing and acceptance



By which our love will thrive.



Unless there is commitment



A wedding is in vain;



Unless there is true caring



Romance will turn to pain:



But love will keep on growing



Despite advancing years



When deep respect and kindness



bring hope and banish fears.




“Something to Sing About”




Bill Wallace – JBCE 1981



C8
With God We Shape Compassion’s Robe


Tune: Erin (St. Columba) W.O.V. 428, C.H. 196,



A.M.R. 29, C.H.3 122, M.H.B. 51


With God we shape compassion’s robe,



We spin life’s golden thread – 



We guard the pulse of nature’s flow – 



We bake the pilgrim bread.



O holy be our weaving skills,



Our threads be soft but strong.



Most sacred be our nurture’s warmth - 





Our bread be life and song.



Come plait with joy love’s braided cord – 



Come spin new dreams with thread – 



Come live within God’s greening space – 



Come be the Christ in bread.

· Bill Wallace



C9
The Light and Darkness




(Tune: St Margaret WOV 525)


The light and darkness shall be one;



The joy and sorrow link in love.



All life shall dance God’s song of fun



And golden fire shall brightly burn



Within each human heart.



The fire and water shall be one;



The child and adult link in love.



All life shall dance God’s song of fun



And golden fire shall brightly burn



Within each human heart.



The past and future shall be one;



The man and woman link in love.



All life shall dance God’s song of fun



And golden fire shall brightly burn



Within each human heart.




Bill Wallace



C10
Other Hymns Suitable for a Wedding



Alleluia Aotearoa
24 Come On This Wedding Day

25 Come To A Wedding

46 God Gave To Man The Woman

86 Let’s Praise The Creator

With One Voice
3 All Creatures of our God and King.

10 (Psalm 100) All People That on Earth do Dwell

14 Now Thank We All our God.

16
(Psalm 23) The Lord’s My Shepherd.

28 Praise to the Lord.

49
God of Bethel.
68
Praise my Soul, the King of Heaven.

81
*Psalm23) The Kin of Love My Shepherd Is.

91
Morning has Broken.

                    148
Love Divine, All Loves Excelling.

          526
O Perfect Love, All Human Thought Transcending.


          566
O God From Whom Mankind Derives its Name.


          657
Lord of the Living, in Your Name Assembled.



In Every Corner Sing
18 Come On This Wedding Day.

19 Let’s Praise the Creator Who Gave Us Each Other

Singing The Circle and Something to Sing About
The Darkness And The Light – Book 2

Choose Life – Book 2

Dear Christ With Your Heart And Mind – Book 3


D
AN INTRODUCTION TO THE MARRIAGE SERVICE

D1
Friends and family of ______________ and _____________


Greetings!


We have come as friends to share with ____________and 


____________ as they commit themselves to one another in


marriage.

Marriage is the free association of a man and a woman who love one another, who trust one another’s love, and who want to share the future together.
It provides security, stability, and dependence for the husband and wife; it provides a secure and stable environment in which their children can grow; it provides a relationship which society recognizes, and which strengthens and enriches that society.

This service is to mark and define a starting point, so that the rest of society understands the relationship which ___________and

__________________ have, and are going to develop in their life together.

D2
Friends and relatives of ______________and ______________,

we are gathered together to witness the promises of these two  people to the bond of marriage, and to share with them their happiness and hopes for the future.

_________________and ______________ believe that marriage provides the stability in which their love and concern for each other may continue to grow, both physically and spiritually.  Marriage is about caring and giving.  It is learning to share one’s life with another person.  It is being prepared to face together whatever adversity may arise from day to day living and it is enjoying all the good times that will be spent together.  It is not the submersion of one in the other but exists for the benefit of both.  It enables two individuals to share their desires, longings, dreams and memories, and to help each other through out their uncertainties.  Such a relationship demands patience, tolerance, a sense of humor, and above all, continual recommitment to each other.

Here amidst their friends and relatives ______________and _______________ wish to pledge their love for each other and their desire to spend their lives together.
(Therefore if either of you know any reason why you many not be joined in marriage, you should now declare it)


OR
C3
We have come together as a congregation in the presence of God 


and as God’s congregation so that ____________ and _________


may be joined in Christian marriage.


Marriage, like our creation as male and female, owes its existence to God, who intends that husband and wife should love each other and be faithful to each other throughout their lives.  In marriage Husband and wife are to help each other, to share their joys and 
Sorrows, and to grow together in a closer and richer bond of love.


Marriage was intended for their enjoyment.  It was designed so 


that children should be properly cared for surrounded by love, and given the instruction and guidance that belong to a Christian 


upbringing.  It is intended to provide a firm basis for society.


Such marriage is a solemn act, which should not be entered into 

thoughtlessly or lightheartedly.  To the contrary, it requires a 


serious purpose on the part of the two people, and that they 


should respect one another.  It requires that they should respect


one another.  It requires that they should reverence, and always


try to obey God, for then we and they can be assured that God will guide us and give us joy and peace.


__________________ and _________________ seek such 


Christian marriage.  If anyone knows that they cannot be legally 


married, they should say so now.  And if either of you know of


any reason why you can’t be legally married, you must say so


now.

D4
We have gathered in this place to celebrate the marriage of

_____________ and ______________.  We come with expectancy and joy of what their relationship will mean and how it will grow as a result of the commitment they are about to make today.  We come with hope and enthusiasm, encouraging them and supporting them as they enter this new phase of their lives.

Someone has written of weddings:

“Talking seems inappropriate at times such as this, occasions of singing and dancing, of silence and feeling, of celebrating and embracing, of crying and laughing.” 
________________and_______________we are happy to be here to celebrate with you what already exists – the living love of two who have found joy and meaning together.  In a mysterious yet very happy way you bring together two pasts different in memories, traditions and hopes and also in love. That will not change but will colour the future, so that as you become one you will also remain two, and that is good.  Marriage is not intended to be a melting pot where differences cease to exist, but rather the place where you can be fully and honestly yourself, sharing in the deepest level of life all that you have and all that you are.
_________________ and _______________ we join with you, to give thanks for the past, to celebrate the present, and to look forward with hope to the future that lies ahead of you.

D5
______________ and _______________ are very happy to be able to share with you the celebration of their marriage.  Their own love for each other has grown out of the love which they have found, first in their homes, and then among the community of friend and associates they have lived and worked with.  Since their marriage is but an extension of those deep friendships, they wish that you, as a community of friends, witness and bless their union.

They also hope that this shared experience will deepen their own 
awareness as well as yours of the need for their love to be set within the 
broader context of the community’s needs and hopes.

They have come to this place today, because they want their love to grow, not in isolation, but in looking outward together in the same direction to that which best serves the peace and sustains the hope of the community to which they belong.

____________________ and _________________ would like to share within the joy of their relationship a deeper understanding of love and what it means.

D6
This marriage that you,_______________and _____________ are 

about to contract today is a most sacred and serious union, requiring of you who enter into it a complete and unreserved giving of self, demanding nothing, and loving despite all faults.

This union, because it will bind you together for life in a relationship so close and intimate, will profoundly influence your whole future, unknown in its hopes, its disappointments, its pains, its joys and its sorrows.  And so, not knowing what is before you, you take each other for better or for worse, for richer or for poorer, in sickness and in health.

Realising the full importance of these words, it is a tribute to your faith in each other that you are willing to embark on such a future together.  Because this requires such solemn obligations, it is fitting that you should vest the security of your married life upon the great principle of self sacrifice, surrendering individual concern to the deeper and wider life which you are to share.

Sacrifice is not easy, but perfect love can make it a joy, and no greater blessing can come to your lives than pure married love, loyal and true to the end.  So may this love which joins your hands and hearts today, grow deeper and stronger as the years go on.

D7
Friends, we have come together in the presence of God to witness the marriage of ____________ and _____________,

to surround them with our prayers and to share in their joy.
Jesus Christ himself joined in the celebration of a wedding in Cana of Galilee.  Through God’s Spirit he is with us now.

The Bible teaches us that marriage is the life-long union of a man 
and a woman who offer themselves to each other in joyful 
expectation.  From the beginning God has given marriage as a way
in which we may discover and grow in the love of God.  Marriage is 
given that husband and wife may enrich and encourage each other, 
in the wholeness of their life together.  It is given that with delight 
and tenderness they may love each other, and through their 
physical union may deepen the union of their hearts and lives.  It is 
given that children may be brought up in security and love.  It is 
given that home an family life may be strengthened, and that 
society may stand upon firm foundations.

Marriage is not to be entered upon lightly or selfishly, but responsibly and in the love of God.

____________ and _________________ are now to give themselves to each other, and ask God’s blessing on their marriage.

Therefore, on their wedding day, as they begin a new life together, let us enter into this celebration praying that they may fulfill God’s purpose for the whole of their lives.
D8
Marriage is as old as the human family.  It is of the very 

nature of men and women.  It is part of the providence of God for our good, who from the beginning made man and woman for each other.

Marriage is a contract honored and supported by the law.  It strengthens the fabric of society through the security it gives to a husband and wife.

Marriage is more than this – it is the coming together of two people who love one another, who trust their partner’s love and who want to share the future together.

Marriage is the relationship of caring and sharing, of giving and forgiving, of passion and compassion, of walking hand in hand and of talking heart to heart.

Marriage is an act of love, body, mind and spirit, which reflects the large love of God shown to us in Jesus Christ.

Marriage is also the bringing together of two families with their traditions and treasures and of two sets of friends, to be a source of support and encouragement to the couple.

Marriage is the making of a home for children where they can grow secure in the love and knowledge of God and of human goodness.

Marriage is a serious step to be celebrated with great happiness and festivity in the name of God, Creator, Saviour, and Spirit.

It is in this understanding of life and love that you ___________ and you ____________ wish to be married.  So let us now fulfill your wish.

D9

We have come together in the presence of God to witness and celebrate the marriage of ___________ and __________, and pray God’s blessing upon them now and in the years ahead.
Marriage is a gift of God, our Creator, and a means by which husband and wife become one, just as Christ is one with the church.  In this union they fulfill their love for each other with delight and tenderness.

Marriage is given that a husband and wife will enrich and 
encourage each other in every part of their life together.

Marriage is given to provide the stability necessary for family life, so that children may be cared for lovingly and grow to full maturity.

Marriage is a way of life to be upheld and honoured.  No one should enter it lightly.  It involves a serious and life-long commitment to each other’s good in a union of strength, sympathy and delight.

_____________ and ______________ are now to begin this way of life which God has created and Christ has blessed.  We pray for them, asking that they may fulfil God’s purpose for the whole of their lives.

D10
We gather in the presence of God to celebrate the marriage of 
_____ and ______ and to pray God’s blessing upon them now and in the years ahead.

God created us male and female, and gave us marriage for life-long 
companionship and mutual support, so that husband and wife may 
live faithfully together.

God gave us marriage, for the full expression of love between a 
man and a woman so that they may feely give themselves to each 
other, with affection and delight.

God gave us marriage for the well-being of society, for the ordering 
of family life, (and for the birth and nurture of children).

In marriage, husband and wife are called to a new way of life 
created, ordered, and blessed by God.  This way of life must not be 
entered into carelessly, or from selfish motives, but responsibly and 
prayerfully.

We rejoice that marriage is given by God, blessed by our Lord 
Jesus Christ, and sustained by the Holy Spirit.  Let marriage be 
held in honor by all.
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E
OPENING PRAYER
E1
Eternal God, true and loving creator, we ask you to help _____________ and ____________ as they enter their marriage.

Make them as conscious of your presence as they are of ours.

We ask that you give them the confidence and strength that they need to remain true to each other.

These things we ask in the name of Jesus the Christ, who showed us perfect love by giving himself fully and completely for us.

May love as true as this guide you all your lives.

Amen.
E2
Let us then thank God for this marriage and ask for sincerity in making the vows.

Let us pray.

Almighty God, we thank you for the gift of marriage, and for the joys it brings.

We thank you for bringing us together, to share in this solemn act, and to rejoice in this union.

We thank you for the love which has brought __________ and ___________ together, and made them want to live together for the rest of their lives.

Eternal God, our true and loving Creator, we ask you to help ____________ and ___________ as they enter their marriage.

Make them as conscious of your presence as they are of ours, and give them the confidence that you will help them to be true to each other, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen
E3


God, we are grateful for all that is important and precious in life, In particular, we give thanks for ___________ and _____________.
This is our prayer for them:

May their love deepen and increase.  May this act of marriage start them on the lifelong task of communicating every part of themselves to one another.

May their example of love be Jesus the Christ, who has shown us what real love means in terms of self-giving service to one another.

In Christ’s name we pray.

Amen
E4
Oh God, bless us with a sense of your presence as we gather here.  Keep us awake to the wonder of things which fill our days

Deepen in us the spirit of our loving, both for those close to us, and 
for those who, though stranger, need our concern.

Especially we ask your blessing on ________________ and 
______________ whose marriage we celebrate this day.

Help them, as they make their promises to each other, that they may pledge their vows with sincerity, knowing full well the meaning of the words they say.

And grant to us all a heightened sense of joy in life, because we 
share this moment with them.

Amen
E5
O God, in whose presence we live all our days, we give you thanks for the gift of life and for the love that continually sustains it.
Today we thank you for marriage which you have blessed, to protect and strengthen our human love.

We give you thanks that _______________ and _________

Have found love in each other and through it a new meaning in life.

Be with them in their marriage, bless them in their happiness, in the sharing of daily life, in coping with failure and success, in resisting temptation and selfishness.


Increase their love for each other and their trust in you.

May they today and every day know and enjoy your loving kindness 
which never ends.

Hear these our prayers and the unspoken prayers of our hearts which we offer in the spirit of Jesus Christ.

Amen
OR
F1
(Parents stand)

It is important for parents to realize that when their children marry, a new relationship comes into being.  The parents, by their presence, are saying to ____________ and _________

that they now have full responsibility for their lives and the right to 
make their own decisions… to which they, as parents, pledge their 
loving support.


AND


Groom’s Parents:

WE GIVE _________TO YOU ________. MAY YOU FIND DEEP HAPPINESS IN EACH OTHER’S LOVE.

Bride’s Parents:

WE GIVE __________ TO YOU _________. MAY YOU HAVE A 
RICH AND FULL LIFE TOGETHER.

OR
Do you give your blessing to this marriage?

WE DO.

OR

Bride’s Parents

F2
_____________, we give you our blessing.  And _________, we welcome you into our family and give our daughter into your care.

Groom’s Parents:

_____________, we give you our blessing.  And _________

we welcome you into our family and give our son into your care.

F3
To the Wedding Party, or to the whole congregation:

a)
Will you, who have come to witness this exchange of vows do all in your power to support and uphold this marriage, now and in the years ahead?

OR
b)
Do you, the family and friends of _________ and _______,

promise them your love and support in their life together”

(the congregation may respond by voice or by acclamation)

OR

c)
Do you, the parents of _____________ and ___________ give your love and blessing to them both?

WE DO.

OR

d)
Do you, on behalf of both families, give your blessing to the marriage of___________ and _________.

The bride’s escort says: I DO

F4
Giving of the Bride

At this point in the traditional custom of the Giving of the Bride normally takes place.

It is a custom which goes back a long way to the times when a woman had no independence at all, either personally or financially – and it therefore had a practical purpose in transferring responsibility from father to husband.

That aspect really has little place or significance in today’s world.  However, the custom does enshrine something of real value – which ___________ and ____________ want to acknowledge – that is the support and encouragement of family and friends.

I therefore ask you ______________ as (Father) of the Bride, and representing the families linked on the occasion: Do you give your blessing to the marriage of ___________ and ___________?

F5
To any children of the bride or groom: _________, will you help __________ and _________ in their marriage?

WE WILL
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G
READINGS

G1
Paul – To Corinth

The love of which I speak is slow to lose patience;


It looks for ways of being constructive.


It is not possessive.

It is neither anxious to impress nor does it cherish inflated ideas of its own importance.

Love has good manners and does not pursue selfish advantage.

It is not touchy.

It does not keep account of evil.

It is always eager to believe the best.

Always hopeful.

Always patient.

It is a love which knows no limit to its endurance, no fading to its hope.

It is in fact the one thing that still remains when everything else has disappeared.



(1 Corinthians 13)
OR
G2
1 Corinthians 13 (RSV)

Love is patient and kind;

love is not jealous or boastful;
it is not arrogant or rude.

Love does not insist on its own way;
it is not irritable or resentful;
it does not rejoice at wrong,
but rejoices in the right.

Love bears all things,
believes all things,
hopes all things,
endures all things

Love never ends;;;

So faith, hope, love abide, these three;

But the greatest of these is love.

G3
Suggested Bible Readings

Ecclesiastes

3:1 - 8


OR
Ruth

2:16 - 17


OR
John

15:7 – 17


OR
1 John
4:7 – 11,16

G4
Psalms 127 & 128
(Paraphrase by Leslie Brandt)
A person’s struggle for significance apart from God’s will and purposes is in vain.

We build homes and institutions; we acquire property and possessions; we crowd the cities with the clutter of questionable achievements; we fill the better part of every day with self-centered activities; we push and prod in an anxiety-ridden quest for some ephemeral treasure; we strive incessantly to get to the top.

And all the while worth and value are within us or very close to us.

They are the precious gifts of God that come in some measure to each of us.

There are visible signs of a person’s worth: the beloved mate who brings us joy, the children we beget, the ability to supply our own and our family’s needs through our daily labours.

But even beyond this, and long before this, our true worth was established by the Lord our God.

G5
From the Song of Solomon

This passage gives expression to the physical attraction between a man and a woman


The Bridegroom speaks first:

You have ravished my heart, my sister, my bride, you have ravished my heart with a glance of your eyes, with one jewel of your necklace.

How sweet is your love, my sister, my bride, how much better is your love than wine,

and the fragrance of your oils than any  spice.
Your lips distil nectar, my bride: honey and milk are under your tongue; the scent of your garments is like the scent of Lebanon
Set me as a seal upon your heart, as a seal upon your arm; for love is as strong as death.

Many waters cannot quench love, neither can floods drown it.

And the Bride replies:
As an apple tree among the trees of the wood, so is my beloved among young men.

With great delight I sat in his shadow and his fruit was sweet tomy taste.

He brought me to the banqueting house, and his banner over me was love.

O that his left hand were under my head, and that his right hand embraced me.

I hear the voice of my beloved.

Behold he comes…..

My beloved is mine and I am his.

G6
My Love is like a Red, Red Rose

O my luv is like a red red rose


That’s newly sprung in June.


O my luve is like a melody


That’s sweetly played in tune.


As far as thou, my bonnie lass


So deep in luv am I.


And I will luv thee still my dear


Till a’ the seas gang dry.


Till a’ the seas gang dry my dear


And rocks melt wi’ the sun.


I will luv thee still my dear


While the sands o’ life shall run.


And fare thee weel my only luv.


And fare thee weel a while


And I will come again my luv


Though it were ten thousand mile.

G7
Love is not primarily a relationship to a specific person; it is an attitude, an orientation of character which determines the relatedness of a person to the world as a whole, not towards one “object” of love.

If a person loves only one other person and is indifferent to the rest of their fellows, their love is not love, but a symbiotic attachment or an enlarged egotism.

Yet, most people do not see that love is an activity, a power of the soul.  They believe that all that is necessary is to find the right object – and that everything goes by itself afterward.
This attitude can be compared to that of a person who wants to paint but who, instead of learning the art, claims that they just have to wait for the right object, and that they will paint beautifully when they find it.  If I truly love one person, I love all persons, I love the world, I love life.  If I can say to somebody else, “I love you”, I must be able to say, “I love you in everybody; I love through you the world; I love in you also myself.”
G8
From “The Prophet” by Kahlil Gibran

Then Almitra spoke again an said


And what of marriage, master?


And he answered saying:


You were born to be together


and together you shall be fore evermore.


You shall be together


when the white wings of death scatter your days.


Aye, you shall be together 


even in the silent memory of God.


But let there be spaces in your togetherness


And let the winds of the heavens, dance between you.


Love one another, but make not a bond of love;


let it rather be a moving sea, between the shores of your souls.


Fill each other’s cup, but drink not from the one cup.


Give one another of your bread, but eat not from the same loaf.

Sing and dance together and be joyous, but let each one of you be alone, even as the strings of a lute are alone, though they quiver with the same music.
Give your hearts, but not into each other’s keeping; for only the hand of Life can contain your hearts.

And stand together, yet not too near together.

For the pillars of the temple stand apart, and the oak tree and the cypress grow not in each other’s shadow.
G9
From 
“The Prophet” by Kahlil Gibran

And a woman who held a babe against her bosom said, “Speak to us of Children.

And he said: 

Your children are not your children.

They are the sons and daughters of Life’s longing for itself.

They come through you but not from you, and though they are with you, yet they belong not to you.

You may give them your love, but not your thoughts.

For they have their own thoughts.

You may house their bodies but not their souls, for their souls dwell in the house of to-morrow, which you cannot visit, not even in your dreams.

You may strive to be like them, but seek not to make them like you.

For life goes not backward nor tarries with yesterday.

You are the bows from which your children as living arrows are sent forth.

The archer sees that mark upon the path of the infinite, and He bends you with His might, that His arrows may go swift and far.

Let your bending in the Archer’s hand be for gladness;

For even as He loves the arrow that flies, so He loves also the bow that is stable.

G10
From Shakespeare


Let me not to the marriage of true minds admit impediments.

Love is not love

Which alters when it alteration finds, or bends with the remover to remove.

Oh no! It is an ever fixed mark

That looks on tempests and is never shaken;

It is the star to every wandering bark, whose worth’s unknown, although its height be taken.

Love’s not Time’s fool, though rosy lips and cheeks within its bending sickle’s compass come;

Love alters not with brief hours and weeks, but bears it out even to the edge of doom.

If this be error and upon me proved

I never writ, nor no one ever loved.

G11
From “Inscape” by Ross Snyder

Out of wild exuberance of creation throughout millions of years,
You two have appeared – each of you unique, distinctive, wondrously personal.

You have chosen to journey together down this earth valley in the brief moment of time that is yours.

From this day forth you become a unit of life that will bring forth futures.

You are both called into a new existence.

The old things have passed away; the new heaven and a new earth have become your dwelling place.

For the whole of the universe has come to each of you in the form of a particular person who has a unique love for you, and is beloved to you.

G12
From James Russell Howell

Love is a thing to walk with hand in hand

Through the ever dayness of this workaday world;

Bearing its tender feet to every flint,
Yet not letting one heart-beat go astray

From beauty’s law of plainness and content.

Such is try love, which steals into the heart

With feet as silent as the lightsome dawn;

That kisses smooth the rough brows of the dark

And has its will through gentleness.

A love that gives and takes, that sees the faults

But loving kindly ever looks them down

With the o’ercoming faith that still forgives;

A love that shall be new and fresh each hour

G13
From George Eliot

What greater thing is there for two human souls,


than to feel that they are joined together


to strengthen each other in all labour


to minister to each other in all sorrow,

to share with each other in all gladness,


to be with each other in the silent 


unspeakable memories?

G14
Another, from George Eliot

Oh the comfort,


the inexpressible comfort,


of feeling safe with a person.


Having neither to weigh thoughts nor measure words,


but pour them all out just as they are,


chaff and grain together,


and a faithful hand will take and sift them.

Keep what is work keeping, and with a breath of kindness blow the rest away.
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H
DECLARATION OF INTENTION
H1
______________ and _______________ do you believe that it is the purpose of God for you to enter into marriage with each other?

WE DO.

_______________, will you take

_______________, as you wife in marriage?

Will you love her, comfort her, honour and keep her, in sickness and in health, and be faithful to her as long as you both live?

I WILL.

_______________, will you take

_______________, as your husband in marriage?

Will you love him, comfort him, honour and keep him, in sickness and in health, and be faithful to him as long as you both live?

I WILL.

H2


________________, do you love and trust


________________, and want to live with her sharing everything?


I DO.

Will you stand by her no matter what happens, respecting her individuality, understanding her needs, accepting her changes and enjoying her love until death parts you?

I WILL

________________, do you love and trust

________________, and want to live with him, sharing everything?

I DO

Will you stand by him no matter what happens, respecting his individuality, understanding his needs, accepting his changes, and enjoying his love until death parts you?

I WILL.
H3


__________________, will you take


__________________, to be your wife?


Will you love and trust her, and share all that you have with her?


I WILL.


__________________, will you take


__________________, to be your husband?

Will you love and trust him, and share all that you have with him?


I WILL.
H4



_________________, sharing with

_________________, a relationship of love, tenderness and laughter, will you stand by her no matter what happens – respecting her individuality, understanding her needs, accepting her changes and enjoying her love?

I WILL

_________________, sharing with

_________________, a relationship of love, tenderness and laughter, will you stand by him no matter what happens – respecting his individuality, understanding his needs, accepting his changes, and enjoying his love?

I WILL
H5


______________ and _____________ have you come her freely and without reservation to give yourselves to each other in marriage?

WE HAVE

Will you love and honour each other as husband and wife for the rest of your lives?

WE WILL
I
VOWS

1.


IN THE PRESENCE OF OUR FAMILIES AND FRIENDS, AND BEFORE GOD, I _______________COVENANT WITH YOU, ____________ TO BE MY LAWFUL WEDDED WIFE/HUSBAND, TO HAVE AND TO HOLD FROM THIS DAY FORWARD, FOR BETTER FOR WORSE, FOR RICHER FOR POORER, IN SICKNESS AND IN HEALTH, TO LOVE, HONOUR AND CHERISH, AS LONG AS WE BOTH SHALL LIVE.  I PRAY THAT GOD WILL GIVE ME THE GRACE TO CARRY OUT THESE VOWS.
OR
_____________ do you love and trust ___________, and want to live with her/him, sharing everything?

YES

Will you stand by her/him no matter what happens respecting her/his individuality, understanding her/his needs, accepting her/his changes and enjoying her/his love, until death parts you.
I WILL
2


Groom:
I LOVE YOU _________________, TODAY I TAKE YOU TO BE MY LAWFUL WIFE.  WHATEVER LIFE MAY BRING I WILL LOVE YOU AND CARE FOR YOU ALWAYS.

Bride:
AND I LOVE YOU ______________, AS YOU TAKE ME TO BE YOUR WIFE, SO I JOYFULLY TAKE YOU TO BE MY LAWFUL HUSBAND.  WHATEVER LIFE MAY BRING, I WILL LOVE YOU AND CARE FOR YOU ALWAYS.
3



Groom:

I LOVE YOU. TODAY I MAKE A COVENANT FOR YOU TO BE MY LAWFUL WIFE.  IN JOY AND SORROW, SICKNESS OR HEALTH, POVERTY OR RICHES I WILL LOVE AND CARE FOR YOU ALWAYS

Bride:

AND I LOVE YOU. AS YOU COVENANT WITH ME TO BE YOUR WIFE SO I JOYFULLY COVENANT WITH YOU TO BE MY LAWFUL HUSBAND.  WHATEVER LIFE MAY BRING, I WILL LOVE AND CARE FOR YOU ALWAYS.
4



Groom:

______________, LOVING YOU, AND KNOWING THAT ALL LOVE IS WHOLLY IN THE GIVING, I GIVE MYSELF TO YOU AS YOUR LAWFUL HUSBAND.

Bride:

______________, LOVING YOU AND KNOWING THAT ALL LOVE IS WHOLLY IN THE GIVING, I GIVE MYSELF TO YOU AS YOU LAWFUL WIFE.
5
Groom:


______________, I TAKE YOU TO BE MY WIFE,


Bride:


______________, I TAKE YOU TO BE MY HUSBAND


Together”


TO LAUGH WITH YOU IN JOY,


TO GRIEVE WITH YOU IN SORROW,


TO GROW WITH YOU IN LOVE,


TO LIVE WITH YOU IN PEACE AND HOPE,


AS LONG AS YOU BOTH SHALL LIVE.

OR

6


Groom:

__________________, I COVENANT WITH YOU TO BE YOUR LEGAL HUSBAND.

Bride:

__________________, I ALSO COVENANT WITH YOU TO BE YOUR LEGAL WIFE.

Together:

As is I 5
I 7
The Bridegroom turns and faces the congregation and says:


I ASK EVERYONE HERE TO WITNESS THAT I, ____________


RECEIVE ______________ TO BE MY WIFE.


He then faces the bride, takes her hands and says:

___________, ALL THAT I AM I GIVE TO YOU, AND ALL THAT I HAVE I SHARE WITH YOU.  WHATEVER THE FUTURE HOLDS, I WILL LOVE YOU AND STRENGTHEN YOU, AS LONG AS WE BOTH SHALL LIVE.  THIS IS MY SOLEMN PLEDGE.

The bride turns and faces the congregation, and says:

I ASK EVERYONE HER TO WITNESS THAT I _____________ RECEIVE _______________ TO BE MY HASBAND

She then faces the bridegroom, takes his hands, and says:

_______________,ALL THAT I AM I GIVE TO YOU, AND ALL THAT I HAVE I SHARE WITH YOU.  WHATEVER THE FUTURE HOLDS, I WILL LOVE AND STRENGTHEN YOU, AS LONG AS WE BOTH SHALL LIVE.  THIS IS MY SOLEMN PLEDGE.
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J
THE EXCHANGE OF THE RINGS

1


(If there is to be a sharing of rings, the bridegroom places a ring on his wife’s finger and the bride a ring on her husband’s finger; then, with hands clasped, they say):

THESE RINGS ARE SIGNS OF OUR

JOINING TOGETHER IN MARRIAGE

AND SYMBOLS OF ALL THAT WE

SHALL SHARE

(For a single ring ceremony, they say):

THIS RING IS A SIGN OF OUR JOINING

TOGETHER IN MARRIAGE AND A SYMBOL 

OF ALL THAT WE SHALL SHARE.

OR



THESE RINGS ARE A SIGN OF OUR



COMMITMENT AND A TOKEN OF OUR LOVE.


(Say together or separately).
J2

In confirmation of the promises you have made, the ring is now given and received.

Groom:

THIS RING I GIVE AS A SIGN OF OUR PROMISES AND A TOKEN OF OUR LOVE.

Bride:

THIS RING I SHALL WEAR AS A SIGN OF OUR PROMISES AND A TOKEN OF OUR LOVE.

J3



Groom, then Bride:


I GIVE YOU THIS RING AS A SING AND SYMBOL OF MY LOVE

OR

___________, I GIVE YOU THIS RING AS A SYMBOL OF OUR MARRIAGE IN THE NAME OF GOD, CREATOR, REDEEMER AND SUSTAINER OF LIFE.

OR

___________, I GIVE YOU THIS RING TO BE A TOKEN OF MY CONSTANT FAITHFULNESS AND LOVE, AND AS A SYMBOL THAT ALL I HAVE I SHARE WITH YOU.
J4
Minister:
Wedding rings serve as a symbol of the vows you have just spoken.  They are the outward and visible sign of an inward and invisible love which binds your hearts together.  As they are of the finest of earth’s materials so your love is of the richest of spiritual values.  As rings are without edge or seam, having no beginning and no end, so they symbolise the perfection of a love that cannot end.

Prayer:

Bless these rings, oh God, to be the visible sign of the vows here made, that each who gives a ring and each who wears one may ever be reminded of their promises, evermore loving and growing in the spirit of your love.

Amen.
Groom/Bride:

THIS RING I GIVE YOU, IN TOKEN OF OUR MARRIAGE VOWS, MAY IT EVER BE A SYMBOL OF THE UNBROKEN BOND OF OUR LOVE.

Bride/Groom:

I ACCEPT THIS RING AND I WEAR IT AS A SIGN OF MY LOVE FOR YOU.
J5
This ring will always be for you a sign of the promises you have made, and the bond of marriage between you.

(By this sign you take each other, to have and to hold from this day forward, for better for worse: for richer for poorer; in sickness and in health to love and to cherish, till death separates you.) 
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K
THE DECLARATION OF MARRIAGE

K1
You have made you promises 


one to the other before us all.

I pronounce you to be husband and wife, and express on behalf of us all our deep desire for your joy and happiness together.

K2
_____________ and ______________, you have made promises to each other and as a symbol of these vows you have given and received a ring(s).

Let the world recognize that you are now husband and wife together.

OR

K3


____________ and ______________, you have completed the formalities required by custom and law to establish a relationship of marriage.  You have also expressed the love and affection you have for each other, and your hopes for the future.  You are aware that such a deep personal relationship is not easily attained.  There will be times when it will seem so difficult that you will be tempted to give up.  At such times recall the earnestness and sincerity of the vows you have made today and find faith to go on.
Remember our sharing with you as an expression of our desire to continue our friendship and concern in the days ahead.  There will be times in the developing of the relationship that will bring you great joy, and we will be glad for you.

_____________ and _______________ you have made sacred promises to each other, and have symbolised them by joining hands and giving rings:

I therefore pronounce you husband and wife.

May you treasure this trust and responsibility and live full and rich lives.

K4


_______________ and ______________, have declared before God and this congregation that they will live together in Christian marriage;

They have made sacred promised to each other; and they have symbolised their marriage by joining hands and by giving and receiving a ring (or by exchanging rings).
I therefore pronounce them to be husband and wife, in the name of God, Creator, Saviour and Spirit.
What God has joined together, no one must separate.

K5
_________________ and _______________, you have made marriage promises together, and have declared this outwardly before God and these people.

I pronounce you husband and wife together.

May God help you to keep the vows you have made in your life together.

K6

In the light of the love that led you here, and of the promises you have made to one another before God, I declare you to be husband and wife.

In the name of God, Creator, Redeemer and sustainer of life.

Those whom God has joined together, none must separate.

L
BLESSING – (Optional)


(Any of L1-L5, plus L6-affirmation by the guests if desired.)I

L1



God the Creator, God the Redeemer and


God the Holy Spirit,


Bless, preserve and keep you.


May God pour out the riches of grace upon you,

that you may please God, and live together in holy love until your lives end



Amen.
OR
L2


The Lord bless you and keep you,


The Lord make His face to shine upon you,


and be gracious unto you.


The Lord lift up His countenance upon you,


and give you peace,


both now and evermore.

OR

L3

May God bless and protect you.


May God smile on you and show you favour.


May God befriend you and prosper you.
OR
L4


The God who gave you life


and brought you together in love,


bless you and keep you today,


tomorrow and till your lives end.



Amen.

OR

L5


Let us spend a little time in silence thinking of _____________ and


_____________ as they go forth to their life together.


(Silence)

We extend to you our interest and our good wishes, our friendship and our love in the promises you have made to each other.

May you have long life and every joy together.

May you live together in joy and steadfastness through all the trials and triumphs that life has to offer you.

L6
The Affirmation by the Guests
______________ and _____________ we who are your friends are glad to share in your marriage.

We offer you our support and blessing in your life together, and promise you our loving concern in all your joys and sorrows.
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M
SIGNING OF THE REGISTER



Either at this point or at the close of the service.


It is recommended that this be done in the church.


Live or taped music is appropriate.

N
READING


(Optional place – see Section E)

O
WORDS OF ENCOURAGEMENT AND CHALLENGE

At the discretion of the celebrant, arising from contact with, and knowledge of, the couple.

P
CLOSING PRAYER + The Lord’s Prayer (Optional)

P1

Holy Spirit of God, you know our strength, and for our frailty you have compassion.

Be with this couple you have brought together, in all they undertake.

And grant that we, their friends, with those who shall be their friends, may sense and understand their needs, and help as opportunity demands.
So we pray together.

Amen.
P2
O God, whose work we know through all the human life that surges round us, we ask your blessing on this joyful day.

We give thanks for all that brings _____________and __________ to this 
day:

We are grateful for friends and relatives whose care and love have helped them through the troubles of the past; whose patience and concern have been a constant source of strength and hope. These friends and relatives, many gathered here today, are cause for joy and thanks.

And we give thanks for parents, whose warm affection has pointed ____________ and _____________ toward the paths they travel now.  On this happy day we know that their lives of pain and joy serve as models for the years to come.

Our prayer now, is for this couple that they may continue to grow in love and to mature as individuals.  May all they undertake together be tempered by respect, understanding and acceptance of each other.

And we pray for ourselves – that love may be a reality in our lives, inspiring our thoughts, motivating our actions, reaching out to others as a sign of hope in our world.


In all that we do may we follow the example of Jesus in Christ.



Amen

P3

Eternal God, without whose grace no promise is sure: strengthen _____________ and ____________ with the gift of the Holy Spirit, that may fulfill the vows they have taken.

Keep them faithful to each other and to you.

Fill them with such love and joy that they may build a home where no one is a stranger.

And guide them by your Word to serve all the days of their lives; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom be honour and glory forever and ever.
Amen

OR

P4

Oh God, we ask now that your blessing rest upon _____________ and _____________. 
Grant that they may live together in unity and love.

May they always have patience in times of trouble, peace in time of distress, devotion for one another and tender concern for each other’s needs.

May their love never die; rather may it deepen and increase under your guidance and protection, so that they may be always as they are now, very happy to be in love and married.

Through Jesus Christ.

Amen
P5

Let us give thanks to God for the joy of this occasion; for the wonderful bond of love between these two people; for the sincerity of their vows and the strength of their loyalty; for their Christian faith and deep humanity.  Let us commit them to God, and renew our own vows of marriage.

Almighty God, we praise you for the ways in which your love comes into our lives, and for all the joys, possibilities and challenges of marriage and parenthood.  We thank you for the homes from which _______________ and _____________ have come, and for the richness of their developed personalities.  We thank you for this occasion, for all its meaning, and for the inspiration it is in the lives of so many.

Now grant to _____________ and _____________ grace to fulfill, with pure and steadfast affection, the vow and covenant they have made, through Jesus Christ.

Amen
P6
This day promises have been made, love is proclaimed and life is re-affirmed.

For this we give to God our thanks and praise.

We pray for ___________ and ____________.

May the love they have known through their family and friends continue to sustain and encourage them.  May the love of Christ keep them open-hearted, broad-minded and full of love for each other.

May they find the strength to go triumphantly through all the pains and pleasures of life.  May they go on learning forgiveness and patience; have courage in times of trouble and humility in success
With them, give us faith.  Let love keep us hopeful; and hope keep us joyful as we commit ourselves to proclaiming your love in our world.
This we ask in and through the name of Jesus Christ.

Amen

P7


O God, Creator and Lover of us all,



we praise you for all the ways



your love comes into our lives



and for all the joys that come



to men and women through marriage.



We thank you for __________ and _____________

And for the love that unites them to each other, that it may remain constant to the ends of their lives.

We thank you for the home they make,

that it may be a place of security

for any children they may have,’



and a place of welcome for both friend and stranger.



We thank you for their parents whose love



and care has prepared them for life,



that they may find new happiness



in their children’s love.



We thank you for our own lives, our partners,



our children, our families and friends, 



that the good things we see and share today



may be real in our lives also.



We pray for men and women and for families



everywhere, for those who are in love and those



whose love is broken,



that the happiness we know here today’



may enliven and restore their lives too.



And together with God’s people all round the world



we pray together “The Lord’s Prayer”.
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Q
HYMN (Optional)


(For a list of possible Hymns see Section B)


Candle Ceremony (Optional)


(As an alternative the Candle Ceremony


may be linked with the signing of the register.)

1.
The groom and bride each light a candle at the beginning of the service which they bring up and put in holders on either side at the front of the church.  At some stage, possibly after the announcement that they are now husband and wife, they bring them together and light one candle in the middle signifying their becoming “one body”.  Their individual candles remain lit on either side, as a sign of their unity as well as their separate identities. (The celebrant could say something about this but it should be a symbolic way of working out the pronouncement.  The verses in Mark 10:6-9 which talk about the one body could be read to give meaning to the symbolism.)

2
The parents could hand lighted candles to the bride and groom so that they may light the one candle.  This is another symbolic way of uniting the families.

R
THE BENEDICTION

R1


May God’s love refresh the lives

of all who have gathered here today.

May the vows made by _____________ and __________ remind us of our love for others.

May the friendship we have them

grow in meaning as the years pass.

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,

the love of God, and the fellowship in the Holy Spirit

be with us all.

OR

The blessing of the God of Sarah and Abraham.

The blessing of the son, born of the woman Mary,

The blessing of the Holy Spirit who broods over

us as a mother with her children, be with you all.

Amen



(Lois Wilson)

R2
____________ and _____________ have been given to each other and to their friends.  We rejoice now in the gift.

May the future fulfill the promise of today; and the richness and joy of their love now, grow and be shared for ever.

Amen

OR

R3



Now, may the courage



of the early morning’s dawning,



The strength of eternal hills



and wide open fields,



The joy of silent streams and the gentle wind,



The beauty of flowered gardens and the song of birds,



And the faith of youth be in your hearts:



And the love of God,



That alone can build happiness,



That makes family love flourish with the 



radiance of great joy, be with you always.



And the peace of a quiet evening’s ending 



and of the midnight, 



be yours now and for ever.




Amen

R4



Go in peace; as one


And may your unity last



through all your life together;



that lie ahead of you,



so that at the end you may feel just as you do now-



very happy to be in love and married.



Go now in peace _______________

OR



God sends us into the world to accept the cost, 



and to discover the joy of discipleship,



Therefore, go – carrying with you



The peace of Christ,



The love of God,



and the encouragement of the Holy Spirit,



in trial and rejoicing.




Amen

R5



The peace of God which passes all understanding



keep your hearts and minds



in the knowledge and love of God,



and of Jesus the Christ;



and the blessing of God, Creator, Saviour and Spirit,



be with you all.




Amen

OR


Our God is with us.



Let us go to live with confidence.



Go then _____________carrying with you the peace

of Christ, the love of God and the encouragement of the Holy Spirit, in trial and rejoicing.

Amen

OR



Go in peace to love and serve God.



In the name of Christ. Amen.



God the Creator grant you grace and strength,



God the Redeemer grant you new life,



God the Spirit empower and encourage you.




Amen

R6



Go from this place with courage, gaiety and a quiet mind.



Celebrate this day with great Joy,



and may the blessing of God Almighty, 



Creator, Son and Holy Spirit, be with you all.




Amen

OR



The blessing of the most Holy Trinity,



God unbegotten



God incarnate



God among us



Keep us now and for evermore.




Amen

R7

Go placidly amid the noise and the haste, and remember what peace there may be in silence.  As far as possible without surrender be on good terms with all persons.  Speak your truth quietly and clearly; and listen to others…. They too have their story.

Be yourself, especially do not feign affection.  Neither be cynical about love: for in the face of all aridity and disenchantment, it is as perennial as the grass…

Nurture strength of spirit to shield you in sudden misfortune.  But do not distress yourself with imaginings.  Many fears are born of fatigue and loneliness.  Beyond a wholesome discipline, be gentle with yourself.  You are a child of the universe… the universe is unfolding as it should.  Therefore be at peace with God… in the noisy confusion of life, keep peace with your soul.

Go in peace.

S
SIGNING OF THE REGISTER
Two witnesses must sign the marriage register after the bride and groom have done so.  They may invite others to come forward to watch the signing.

(May be done under M)

The Recessional

The bride and groom turn toward the door, link arms and move slowly down the aisle.  At a reasonable distance, they are followed by their attendants and then by the parents or close family or friends.



[image: image11.jpg]



